
CHAPTER 97-288

Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 1546

An act relating to public school financial reporting; amending s.
236.685, F.S., the Education Funding Accountability Act; requiring
annual school financial reports; specifying reporting requirements;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Present subsection (6) of section 236.685, Florida Statutes,
1996 Supplement, is redesignated as subsection (7) and a new subsection (6)
is added to that section to read:

236.685 Educational funding accountability.—

(6) The annual school public accountability report required by ss.
229.592(5) and 230.23(18) must include a school financial report. The pur-
pose of the school financial report is to better inform parents and the public
concerning how revenues were spent to operate the school during the prior
fiscal year. Each school’s financial report must follow a uniform, district-
wide format that is easy to read and understand.

(a) Total revenue must be reported at the school, district, and state lev-
els. The revenue sources that must be addressed are state and local funds,
other than lottery funds; lottery funds; federal funds; and private donations.

(b) Expenditures must be reported as the total expenditures per un-
weighted full-time-equivalent student at the school level and the average
expenditures per full-time-equivalent student at the district and state levels
in each of the following categories and subcategories:

1. Teachers, excluding substitute teachers, and teacher aides who pro-
vide direct classroom instruction to students enrolled in programs classified
by s. 236.081 as:

a. Basic programs;

b. Students-at-risk programs;

c. Special programs for exceptional students;

d. Career education programs; and

e. Adult programs.

2. Substitute teachers.

3. Other instructional personnel, including school-based instructional
specialists and their assistants.
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4. Contracted instructional services, including training for instructional
staff and other contracted instructional services.

5. School administration, including school-based administrative person-
nel and school-based education support personnel.

6. The following materials, supplies, and operating capital outlay:

a. Textbooks;

b. Computer hardware and software;

c. Other instructional materials;

d. Other materials and supplies; and

e. Library media materials.

7. Food services.

8. Other support services.

9. Operation and maintenance of the school plant.

(c) The school financial report must also identify the types of district-
level expenditures that support the school’s operations. The total amount of
these district-level expenditures must be reported and expressed as total
expenditures per full-time-equivalent student.

As used in this subsection, the term “school” means a “school center” as
defined by s. 228.041.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.

Became a law without the Governor’s approval May 31, 1997.

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 30, 1997.
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