CHAPTER 2005-296

House Bill No. 723

An act relating to the Braden River Fire Control and Rescue District,
Manatee County; amending chapter 2000-404, Laws of Florida; re-
vising the district charter to rename the district, provide it with
specified statutory powers and authority, and delete unnecessary or
redundant provisions relating to the district board of commissioners,
special powers of the district, and taxes, non-ad valorem assess-
ments, impact fees, and user charges; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 through 13 of section 3 of chapter
2000-404, Laws of Florida, are amended to read:

Section 1. Incorporation.—Upon the effective date of this act, all of the
unincorporated lands in Manatee County, Florida, as described in this act,
shall become and be incorporated into and as an independent special fire
control district. Said special fire control district shall become and be a public
municipal corporation, having the powers and duties herein set forth under
the name of East Manatee Fire Braden River Fire Control-and Rescue
District.

Section 2. Jurisdiction.—The lands to be incorporated within the East
Manatee Fire Braden River Fire Control and Rescue District are described
as follows:

Begin at the intersection of the centerlines of the Manatee River and the
Braden River; thence easterly along the centerline of the Manatee River to
the intersection of the Rye Road bridge; thence northerly along the center-
line of Rye Road to a point of intersection of the North section line of Section
24 Township 34 South, Range 19 East; thence easterly to the Northeast
corner of Section 24; thence southerly along the east line of said Section 24
to the centerline of Lake Manatee; thence easterly to S.R. 64; thence west-
erly along the centerline of S.R. 64 to old S.R. 675; thence south along the
centerline of S.R. 675 and its southerly extension to the line dividing Mana-
tee County and Sarasota County which same point being the Southeast
corner of Section 33, Township 35 South, Range 20 East; thence westerly
along said dividing line to point being the intersection of the line dividing
Manatee and Sarasota Counties and the Southerly extension of the West
right-of-way line of Interstate I-75, said point being located in Section 36
Township 35 South Range 18 East; thence northerly along said west right-
of-way line to the centerline of the Braden River; thence westerly and north-
erly along said centerline to the centerline of the Manatee River, also being
the point of beginning; specifically excluding all lands lying and situate
within the corporate limits of the City of Bradenton.

Section 3. District board of commissioners; memberships, officers, meet-
ings.—
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(1) The business affairs of the district shall be conducted and adminis-
tered by a board of five commissioners who shall reside within said district
and who shall be elected as provided for in accordance with section 191.005,
Florida Statutes.
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2)  All meetings of the board shall be open to the public consistent with
chapter 286, Florida Statutes, section 189.417, Florida Statutes, and other
applicable general laws.

Section 4. General powers.—The district shall have, and the board may
exercise by majority vote, the fellewing powers and authority set forth in
chapters 189 and 191, Florida Statutes, as amended from time to time.:
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Section 6 8. Schedule of special assessments.—The assessment proce-
dures and amounts, as set forth herein, represent the manner to be followed
and the maximum allowable rates the district may charge but shall not
exceed, except as provided in section 191.009(2), Florida Statutes. For as-
sessment purposes, all property within the district shall be divided into
three general classifications: vacant parcels, residential parcels, and com-
mercial/industrial parcels.

(1) Vacant parcels shall include all parcels which are essentially undevel-
oped and are usually classified by the property appraiser as use code types
00, 10, 40, 99, and 50 through 69. The maximum annual assessment for
these parcels shall be:

Vacant Platted Lot $6.50 per Lot

Unsubdivided Acreage $ .80 per Acre

Except that not more than $1,500 shall be assessed against any one
vacant parcel.

Whenever a residential unit is located on a parcel defined herein as vacant,
the residential plot shall be considered as one lot or 1 acre, with the balance
of the parcel being assessed as vacant land in accordance with the schedule
herein. Whenever an agricultural or commercial building or structure is
located on a parcel defined herein as vacant, the building or structure shall
be assessed in accordance with the schedule of commercial/industrial assess-
ments.

(2) Residential parcels shall include all parcels which are developed for
residential purposes and are usually classified by the property appraiser as
use code types 01 through 08 and 28. All residential parcels shall be assessed
by the number of square feet of structures located on the parcel. Mobile
homes shall be assessed by the number of units located on the parcel. Sur-
charges may be assigned by the district for dwellings located on the third
or higher floors. The maximum annual assessment for these parcels shall
be:

(a) Single Family Residential: The base assessment for all buildings and
structures shall be $69 for the first 1,000 square feet on a parcel. The
schedule for all square footage above 1,000 square feet is $.05 per square
foot.

(b) Condominia Residential: The base assessment for all buildings and
structures shall be $69 for the first 1,000 square feet on a parcel. The
schedule for all square footage above 1,000 square feet is $.05 per square
foot.
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Mobile Homes (Use Code 02) $65.70 per Unit/Space

Multifamily Residential (Use Codes
03 and 08)

Cooperatives (Use Code 05),
Retirement Homes (Use Code 06),
And Miscellaneous Residential
Uses

(Use Code 07) $78.90 per Unit/Space

Any Other Residential Unit,

Travel Trailer Parks $52.60 per Unit/Space
Mobile Home Parks (Use Code 28) $53.10 per Unit/Space

(3) Commercial/Industrial: The base assessment for all buildings and
structures shall be $348.60 for the first 1,000 square feet on a parcel. The
schedule for all square footage above 1,000 square feet is as follows:

Category Use Codes

Mercantile (M) 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 29

Business (B) 17, 18, 19, 22, 23,
24, 25, 26, 30, 36

Assembly (A) 21, 31, 32, 33, 34,
35, 37, 38, 39, 76,
77,79

Factory/

Industrial (F) 41, 44, 45, 46, 47
Storage (S) 20, 27, 28, 49
Hazardous (H) 42,43, 48
Institutional (I) 70, 73, 74, 75, 78

Sq. Ft. Assessment

$.09
$.08

Agricultural storage building located on parcels that are bonafide commer-
cial agriculture, as determined by the property appraiser’s office, shall be
fire tax assessed at $.020 per square foot.
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Section 7 10. Impact fees.—The board shall establish a schedule of im-
pact fees in compliance with any standards set by general law for new
construction to pay for the cost of new facilities and equipment, the need for
which is in whole or in part the result of new construction. The impact fees
collected by the district under this section shall be kept separate from other
revenues of the district and must be used exclusively to acquire, purchase,
or construct new facilities or portions thereof needed to provide fire protec-
tion and emergency services to new construction. As used in this section,
“new facilities” means land, buildings, and capital equipment, including, but
not limited to, fire and emergency vehicles, radiotelemetry equipment, and
other firefighting or rescue equipment. The board shall maintain adequate
records to ensure that impact fees are expended only for permissible new
facilities or equipment. The board may enter into agreements with general
purpose local governments to share in the revenues from fire protection
impact fees imposed by such governments.

Section 8 11. Borrowing power of the district.—The district may issue
general obligation bonds, assessment bonds, revenue bonds, notes, bond
anticipation notes, or other evidences of indebtedness to finance all or a part
of any proposed improvements authorized to be undertaken under this act
or under general or special law, provided the total annual payments for the
principal and interest on such indebtedness do not exceed 50 percent of the
total annual budgeted revenues of the district as provided in section
191.012, Florida Statutes.

Section 9 12. Existence.—The district shall exist until dissolved by law.
Should any part of the territory covered in the act be held not to be included
herein, then this act shall continue in effect as to the balance of said terri-
tory.

Section 10 13. Definitions.—
(1) “District” means the special fire control district.

(2) “Board” and “board of commissioners” mean the board of commission-
ers of the special fire control district, unless otherwise specified.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
Approved by the Governor June 10, 2005.
Filed in Office Secretary of State June 10, 2005.
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