CHAPTER 2016-255
Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 895

An act relating to the West Manatee Fire and Rescue District, Manatee
County; amending chapter 2000-401, as amended; revising provisions
related to the terms of the members of the district’s board of commis-
sioners; deleting obsolete provisions relating to the initial board of
commissioners; providing for continuation of the staggered terms of
commissioners; confirming certain non-ad valorem assessment rates
adopted by the district on a specified date; specifying that the district
may amend the non-ad valorem assessment rates as authorized by the
district’s enabling legislation as provided by general law; providing an
effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Sections 4 and 13 of section 2 of chapter 2000-401, as amended
by chapter 2001-334, Laws of Florida, are amended to read:

Section 4. District board of commissioners; membership, terms of office,
officers, meetings.—The district board of commissioners shall conduct and
administer the business affairs of the district through a five-member board
which shall be elected in nonpartisan elections by the electors of the district
for a term of 4 feur(4) years, and each member shall serve until the
member’s successor assumes office. A member of the board shall be a
resident of the district and a citizen of the United States. No district board
member shall be a paid employee of the district, and each board member
shall continue to meet all qualifications to hold office continually through his
or her term. Members of the district board shall take office at the same time
as do county officers, being the second Tuesday following the general election
in November. The board of commissioners shall be established and elected,
and shall operate, organize and function in accordance with the provisions of
section 191.005, Florida Statutes. The office of each member of the board is
designated as being a seat, distinguished from each of the other seats of the
board by a numeral; 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5. The numerical seat designation does not
reflect a geographical subdistrict or area of the district, but each candidate
for a seat on the board shall designate, at the time the candidate qualifies,
the seat for which the candidate is qualifying. The election for each seat shall
be at-large within the district. qlheﬂiﬂﬁakbeafdre#eemfmsswnefs—uﬂtﬂ
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thfs—seet}en— The foregoing provisions estabhsh an 1n1t1al board havmg three
3) commissioners, each with a 4-year feur{(4)-year term, and two (2)
commissioners, each with a 2-year twe-{(2)-year term, thereby establishing
staggered terms for the board on the effective date of this act. The terms of
the current members of the board are confirmed. Beginning in 2016, seats 1
and 5 shall be elected to 4-year terms. Beginning in 2018, seats 2, 3, and 4
shall be elected to 4-year terms.

Section 13. Schedule of special assessments.—The provisions regarding
assessment procedures as set forth above, represents the method to be
followed by the district regarding any subsequent establishment or increase
in special assessments for the district. The non-ad valorem assessment rates
that the district currently charges pursuant to West Manatee Fire and
Rescue District Resolution 2015-03, adopted July 16, 2015, are confirmed.
The board may amend its assessment rates in accordance with s. 191.009,
Florlda Statues or as othemlse prov1ded bV general law. Upeﬂ%heeffeetwe
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Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.

Approved by the Governor March 25, 2016.
Filed in Office Secretary of State March 25, 2016.
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