
CHAPTER 2019-58

Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 337

An act relating to courts; amending s. 26.012, F.S.; revising the appellate
jurisdiction of circuit courts; providing for future repeal; amending s.
28.35, F.S.; modifying calculation of total combined budgets of the clerks of
the court; providing a definition; amending s. 28.36, F.S.; providing for
modified revenue projection relating to proposed budget of clerks of the
court; providing a definition; amending s. 28.37, F.S.; providing for deposit
of certain funds into specified trust funds or General Revenue Fund;
amending s. 27.52, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain fees into General
Revenue Fund; amending s. 28.24, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain
fees into General Revenue Fund; amending s. 28.2401, F.S.; providing for
deposit of certain fees into General Revenue Fund; amending s. 28.241,
F.S.; providing for deposit of certain fees into General Revenue Fund;
requiring specified filing fees for appeals from certain county courts;
amending s. 34.01, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain fees into the
General Revenue Fund; increasing the jurisdictional limit for actions at
law by county courts on specified dates; requiring the State Courts
Administrator to submit a report containing certain recommendations
and reviews to the Governor and the Legislature by a specified date;
amending s. 34.041, F.S.; providing county court civil filing fees for claims
of specified values; providing for distribution of the fees; amending s.
44.108, F.S.; prohibiting the levy of certain fees for mediation services in
certain cases; amending s. 45.035, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain
fees into General Revenue Fund; amending s. 55.505, F.S.; providing for
deposit of certain fees into General Revenue Fund; amending s. 61.14,
F.S.; providing for deposit of certain fees into General Revenue Fund;
amending s. 316.193, F.S., providing for deposit of certain fees into
General Revenue Fund; amending s. 318.14, F.S., providing for deposit of
certain fees into General Revenue Fund; amending s. 318.15, F.S.;
providing for deposit of certain fees into General Revenue Fund; amending
s. 318.18, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain fees into General Revenue
Fund; amending s. 322.245, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain fees into
General Revenue Fund; amending s. 327.35, F.S.; providing for deposit of
certain fees into General Revenue Fund; amending s. 327.73, F.S.;
providing for deposit of certain fees into General Revenue Fund; amending
s. 379.401, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain fees into General Revenue
Fund; amending s. 713.24, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain fees into
General Revenue Fund; amending s. 721.83, F.S.; providing for deposit of
certain fees into General Revenue Fund; amending s. 744.365, F.S.;
providing for deposit of certain fees into General Revenue Fund; amending
s. 744.3678, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain fees into General
Revenue Fund; amending s. 766.104, F.S.; providing for deposit of certain
fees into General Revenue Fund; amending s. 938.05, F.S.; providing for
deposit of certain fees into General Revenue Fund; providing for
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retroactivity; providing applicability; requiring a certain Legislative
review; providing effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Effective January 1, 2020, subsection (1) of section 26.012,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

26.012 Jurisdiction of circuit court.—

(1) Circuit courts shall have jurisdiction of appeals from county courts
except:

(a) Appeals of county court orders or judgments where the amount in
controversy is greater than $15,000. This paragraph is repealed on January
1, 2023.

(b) Appeals of county court orders or judgments declaring invalid a state
statute or a provision of the State Constitution. and except

(c) Orders or judgments of a county court which are certified by the
county court to the district court of appeal to be of great public importance
and which are accepted by the district court of appeal for review.

Circuit courts shall have jurisdiction of appeals from final administrative
orders of local government code enforcement boards.

Section 2. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section 28.35, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

28.35 Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation.—

(2) The duties of the corporation shall include the following:

(f) Approving the proposed budgets submitted by clerks of the court
pursuant to s. 28.36. The corporation must ensure that the total combined
budgets of the clerks of the court do not exceed the total estimated revenues
from fees, service charges, costs, and fines for court-related functions
available for court-related expenditures as determined by the most recent
Revenue Estimating Conference, plus the total of unspent budgeted funds
for court-related functions carried forward by the clerks of the court from the
previous county fiscal year and plus the balance of funds remaining in the
Clerk of the Court Trust Fund after the transfer of funds to the General
Revenue Fund required pursuant to s. 28.37(3)(b). The corporation may
amend any individual clerk of the court budget to ensure compliance with
this paragraph and must consider performance measures, workload
performance standards, workload measures, and expense data before
modifying the budget. As part of this process, the corporation shall:

1. Calculate the minimum amount of revenue necessary for each clerk of
the court to efficiently perform the list of court-related functions specified in
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paragraph (3)(a). The corporation shall apply the workload measures
appropriate for determining the individual level of review required to
fund the clerk’s budget.

2. Prepare a cost comparison of similarly situated clerks of the court,
based on county population and numbers of filings, using the standard list of
court-related functions specified in paragraph (3)(a).

3. Conduct an annual base budget review and an annual budget exercise
examining the total budget of each clerk of the court. The review shall
examine revenues from all sources, expenses of court-related functions, and
expenses of noncourt-related functions as necessary to determine that court-
related revenues are not being used for noncourt-related purposes. The
review and exercise shall identify potential targeted budget reductions in
the percentage amount provided in Schedule VIII-B of the state’s previous
year’s legislative budget instructions, as referenced in s. 216.023(3), or an
equivalent schedule or instruction as may be adopted by the Legislature.

4. Identify those proposed budgets containing funding for items not
included on the standard list of court-related functions specified in
paragraph (3)(a).

5. Identify those clerks projected to have court-related revenues insuffi-
cient to fund their anticipated court-related expenditures.

6. Use revenue estimates based on the official estimate for funds from
fees, service charges, costs, and fines for court-related functions accruing to
the clerks of the court made by the Revenue Estimating Conference, as well
as any unspent budgeted funds for court-related functions carried forward
by the clerks of the court from the previous county fiscal year and the
balance of funds remaining in the Clerk of the Court Trust Fund after the
transfer of funds to the General Revenue Fund required pursuant to s.
28.37(3)(b). The total combined budgets of the clerks of the court may not
exceed the revenue estimates established by the most recent Revenue
Estimating Conference.

7. Identify pay and benefit increases in any proposed clerk budget,
including, but not limited to, cost of living increases, merit increases, and
bonuses.

8. Identify increases in anticipated expenditures in any clerk budget
that exceeds the current year budget by more than 3 percent.

9. Identify the budget of any clerk which exceeds the average budget of
similarly situated clerks by more than 10 percent.

For the purposes of this paragraph, the term “unspent budgeted funds for
court-related functions” means undisbursed funds included in the clerks of
the courts budgets for court-related functions established pursuant to this
section and s. 28.36.
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Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 28.36, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

28.36 Budget procedure.—There is established a budget procedure for
the court-related functions of the clerks of the court.

(2) Each proposed budget shall further conform to the following
requirements:

(b) The proposed budget must be balanced such that the total of the
estimated revenues available equals or exceeds the total of the anticipated
expenditures. Such revenues include revenue projected to be received from
fees, service charges, costs, and fines for court-related functions during the
fiscal period covered by the budget, plus the total of unspent budgeted funds
for court-related functions carried forward by the clerk of the court from the
previous county fiscal year and plus the portion of the balance of funds
remaining in the Clerk of the Court Trust Fund after the transfer of funds to
the General Revenue Fund required pursuant to s. 28.37(3)(b) which has
been allocated to each respective clerk of the court by the Clerk of Courts
Corporation. For the purposes of this paragraph, the term “unspent
budgeted funds for court-related functions” means undisbursed funds
included in the clerk of the courts’ budget for court related functions
established pursuant to s. 28.35 and this section. The anticipated expen-
ditures must be itemized as required by the corporation.

Section 4. Subsection (3) of section 28.37, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

28.37 Fines, fees, service charges, and costs remitted to the state.—

(3)(a) Each year, no later than January 25, 2015, and each January 25
thereafter for the previous county fiscal year, the clerks of court, in
consultation with the Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation,
shall remit to the Department of Revenue for deposit in the Clerks of the
Court Trust Fund General Revenue Fund the cumulative excess of all fines,
fees, service charges, and costs retained by the clerks of the court, plus any
funds received by the clerks of the court from the Clerks of the Court Trust
Fund under s. 28.36(3), which exceed the amount needed to meet their
authorized budget amounts established under s. 28.35.

(b)1. No later than February 1, 2020, the Department of Revenue shall
transfer from the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund to the General Revenue
Fund the sum of the cumulative excess of all fines, fees, service charges, and
costs submitted by the clerks of court pursuant to subsection (2) and the
cumulative excess of all fines, fees, service charges, and costs remitted by the
clerks of court pursuant to paragraph (a) in excess of $10 million.

2. No later than February 1, 2021, the Department of Revenue shall
transfer from the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund to the General Revenue
Fund not less than 50 percent of the sum of the cumulative excess of all fines,
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fees, service charges, and costs submitted by the clerks of court pursuant to
subsection (2) and the cumulative excess of all fines, fees, service charges,
and costs remitted by the clerks of court pursuant to paragraph (a); provided
however, the balance remaining in the Clerks of Courts Trust Fund after
such transfer may not be more than $20 million.

3. No later than February 1, 2022, the Department of Revenue shall
transfer from the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund to the General Revenue
Fund not less than 50 percent of the sum of the cumulative excess of all fines,
fees, service charges, and costs submitted by the clerks of court pursuant to
subsection (2) and the cumulative excess of all fines, fees, service charges,
and costs remitted by the clerks of court pursuant to paragraph (a); provided
however, the balance remaining in the Clerks of Courts Trust Fund after
such transfer may not be more than $20 million.

4. No later than February 1, 2023, and each February 1 thereafter, the
Department of Revenue shall transfer from the Clerks of the Court Trust
Fund to the General Revenue Fund the cumulative excess of all fines, fees,
service charges, and costs submitted by the clerks of court pursuant to
subsection (2) and the cumulative excess of all fines, fees, service charges,
and costs remitted by the clerks of court pursuant to paragraph (a). The
Department of Revenue shall transfer from the Clerks of Court Trust Fund
to the General Revenue Fund the cumulative excess of all fines, fees, service
charges, and costs submitted by the clerks of court pursuant to subsection
(2). However, if the official estimate for funds accruing to the clerks of court
made by the Revenue Estimating Conference for the current fiscal year or
the next fiscal year is less than the cumulative amount of authorized budgets
for the clerks of court for the current fiscal year, the Department of Revenue
shall retain in the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund the estimated amount
needed to fully fund the clerks of court for the current and next fiscal year
based upon the current budget established under s. 28.35.

Section 5. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (1) of section 27.52, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

27.52 Determination of indigent status.—

(1) APPLICATION TO THE CLERK.—A person seeking appointment of
a public defender under s. 27.51 based upon an inability to pay must apply to
the clerk of the court for a determination of indigent status using an
application form developed by the Florida Clerks of Court Operations
Corporation with final approval by the Supreme Court.

(b) An applicant shall pay a $50 application fee to the clerk for each
application for court-appointed counsel filed. The applicant shall pay the fee
within 7 days after submitting the application. If the applicant does not pay
the fee prior to the disposition of the case, the clerk shall notify the court, and
the court shall:
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1. Assess the application fee as part of the sentence or as a condition of
probation; or

2. Assess the application fee pursuant to s. 938.29.

(d) All application fees collected by the clerk under this section shall be
transferredmonthly by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit in
the Indigent Criminal Defense Trust Fund administered by the Justice
Administrative Commission, to be used to as appropriated by the Legis-
lature. The clerk may retain 2 percent of application fees collected monthly
for administrative costs from which the clerk shall remit $0.20 from each
application fee to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund prior to remitting the remainder to the Department of
Revenue for deposit in the Indigent Criminal Defense Trust Fund.

Section 6. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsections (1), (2), (3), (4), (6), and (8), paragraph (b) of subsection
(10), subsections (13), (14), (16), (17), (18), (19), (20), and (25), and paragraph
(a) of subsection (26) of section 28.24, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

28.24 Service charges.—The clerk of the circuit court shall charge for
services rendered manually or electronically by the clerk’s office in recording
documents and instruments and in performing other specified duties. These
charges may not exceed those specified in this section, except as provided in
s. 28.345.

Charges

(1) For examining, comparing, correcting, verifying, and certifying
transcripts of record in appellate proceedings, prepared by attorney for
appellant or someone else other than clerk, per page 5.00, from which the
clerk shall remit 0.50 per page to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund.

(2) For preparing, numbering, and indexing an original record of
appellate proceedings, per instrument 3.50, from which the clerk shall
remit 0.50 per instrument to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund.

(3) For certifying copies of any instrument in the public records 2.00,
from which the clerk shall remit 0.50 to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(4) For verifying any instrument presented for certification prepared by
someone other than clerk, per page 3.50, from which the clerk shall remit
0.50 per page to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund.

(6) For making microfilm copies of any public records:
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(a) 16 mm 100′ microfilm roll 42.00, from which the clerk shall remit
4.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue
Fund.

(b) 35 mm 100′ microfilm roll 60.00, from which the clerk shall remit
7.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue
Fund.

(c) Microfiche, per fiche 3.50, from which the clerk shall remit 0.50 to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(8) For writing any paper other than herein specifically mentioned, same
as for copying, including signing and sealing 7.00, from which the clerk
shall remit 1.00 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund.

(10) For receiving money into the registry of court:

(b) Eminent domain actions, per deposit 170.00, from which the clerk
shall remit 20.00 per deposit to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund.

(13) Oath, administering, attesting, and sealing, not otherwise provided
for herein 3.50, from which the clerk shall remit 0.50 to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(14) For validating certificates, any authorized bonds, each 3.50, from
which the clerk shall remit 0.50 each to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(16) For exemplified certificates, including signing and sealing 7.00,
from which the clerk shall remit 1.00 to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(17) For authenticated certificates, including signing and sealing 7.00,
from which the clerk shall remit 1.00 to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(18)(a) For issuing and filing a subpoena for a witness, not otherwise
provided for herein (includes writing, preparing, signing, and sealing)
7.00, from which the clerk shall remit 1.00 to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(b) For signing and sealing only 2.00, from which the clerk shall remit
0.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue
Fund.

(19) For approving bond 8.50, from which the clerk shall remit 1.00 to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
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(20) For searching of records, for each year’s search 2.00, from which
the clerk shall remit 0.50 for each year’s search to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(25) For sealing any court file or expungement of any record 42.00,
from which the clerk shall remit 4.50 to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(26)(a) For receiving and disbursing all restitution payments, per
payment 3.50, from which the clerk shall remit 0.50 per payment to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

Section 7. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsection (1) of section 28.2401, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

28.2401 Service charges and filing fees in probate matters.—

(1) Except when otherwise provided, the clerk may impose service
charges or filing fees for the following services or filings, not to exceed the
following amounts:

(a) Fee for the opening of any estate of one document or more, including,
but not limited to, petitions and orders to approve settlement of minor’s
claims; to open a safe-deposit box; to enter rooms and places; for the
determination of heirs, if not formal administration; and for a foreign
guardian to manage property of a nonresident; but not to include issuance of
letters or order of summary administration............................................ $230

(b) Charge for caveat............................................................................. $40

(c) Fee for petition and order to admit foreign wills, authenticated copies,
exemplified copies, or transcript to record...............................................$230

(d) Fee for disposition of personal property without
administration............................................................................................$230

(e) Fee for summary administration—estates valued at $1,000 or
more............................................................................................................ $340

(f) Fee for summary administration—estates valued at less than
$1,000..........................................................................................................$230

(g) Fee for formal administration, guardianship, ancillary, curatorship,
or conservatorship proceedings.................................................................$395

(h) Fee for guardianship proceedings of person only........................ $230

(i) Fee for veterans’ guardianship pursuant to chapter 744.............$230

(j) Charge for exemplified certificates.................................................... $7
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(k) Fee for petition for determination of incompetency.................... $230

The clerk shall remit $115 of each filing fee collected under paragraphs (a),
(c)-(i), and (k) to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the State Courts
Revenue Trust Fund and shall remit $15 of each filing fee collected under
paragraphs (a), (c), (d), (f), (h), (i) and (k), $1 of each filing fee collected under
paragraph (j), $5 of each filing fee collected under paragraph (b), $25 of each
filing fee collected under paragraph (e), and $30 of each filing fee collected
under paragraph (g) to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund.

Section 8. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsections (1) and (2) of section 28.241, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

28.241 Filing fees for trial and appellate proceedings.—

(1) Filing fees are due at the time a party files a pleading to initiate a
proceeding or files a pleading for relief. Reopen fees are due at the time a
party files a pleading to reopen a proceeding if at least 90 days have elapsed
since the filing of a final order or final judgment with the clerk. If a fee is not
paid upon the filing of the pleading as required under this section, the clerk
shall pursue collection of the fee pursuant to s. 28.246.

(a)1.a. Except as provided in sub-subparagraph b. and subparagraph 2.,
the party instituting any civil action, suit, or proceeding in the circuit court
shall pay to the clerk of that court a filing fee of up to $395 in all cases in
which there are not more than five defendants and an additional filing fee of
up to $2.50, from which the clerk shall remit $0.50 to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund, for each defendant in
excess of five. Of the first $200 in filing fees, $195 must be remitted to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust
Fund, $4 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial Services
and used to fund the contract with the Florida Clerks of Court Operations
Corporation created in s. 28.35, and $1 must be remitted to the Department
of Revenue for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within the
Department of Financial Services to fund audits of individual clerks’ court-
related expenditures conducted by the Department of Financial Services. By
the 10th of each month, the clerk shall submit that portion of the filing fees
collected in the previous month which is in excess of one-twelfth of the clerk’s
total budget to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Clerks of the
Court Trust Fund.

b. The party instituting any civil action, suit, or proceeding in the circuit
court under chapter 39, chapter 61, chapter 741, chapter 742, chapter 747,
chapter 752, or chapter 753 shall pay to the clerk of that court a filing fee of
up to $295 in all cases in which there are not more than five defendants and
an additional filing fee of up to $2.50 for each defendant in excess of five. Of
the first $100 in filing fees, $95 must be remitted to the Department of
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Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund, $4 must be
remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Administrative
Trust Fund within the Department of Financial Services and used to fund
the contract with the Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation
created in s. 28.35, and $1 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue
for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of
Financial Services to fund audits of individual clerks’ court-related
expenditures conducted by the Department of Financial Services.

c. An additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The clerk shall
remit $3.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Court
Education Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within the
Department of Financial Services to fund clerk education provided by the
Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation. An additional filing fee of
up to $18 shall be paid by the party seeking each severance that is granted,
fromwhich the clerk shall remit $3 to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the General Revenue Fund. The clerk may impose an additional filing
fee of up to $85, from which the clerk shall remit $10 to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund, for all proceedings of
garnishment, attachment, replevin, and distress. Postal charges incurred by
the clerk of the circuit court in making service by certified or registered mail
on defendants or other parties shall be paid by the party at whose instance
service is made. Additional fees, charges, or costs may not be added to the
filing fees imposed under this section, except as authorized in this section or
by general law.

2.a. Notwithstanding the fees prescribed in subparagraph 1., a party
instituting a civil action in circuit court relating to real property or mortgage
foreclosure shall pay a graduated filing fee based on the value of the claim.

b. A party shall estimate in writing the amount in controversy of the
claim upon filing the action. For purposes of this subparagraph, the value of
a mortgage foreclosure action is based upon the principal due on the note
secured by the mortgage, plus interest owed on the note and any moneys
advanced by the lender for property taxes, insurance, and other advances
secured by the mortgage, at the time of filing the foreclosure. The value shall
also include the value of any tax certificates related to the property. In
stating the value of a mortgage foreclosure claim, a party shall declare in
writing the total value of the claim, as well as the individual elements of the
value as prescribed in this sub-subparagraph.

c. In its order providing for the final disposition of the matter, the court
shall identify the actual value of the claim. The clerk shall adjust the filing
fee if there is a difference between the estimated amount in controversy and
the actual value of the claim and collect any additional filing fee owed or
provide a refund of excess filing fee paid.

d. The party shall pay a filing fee of:
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(I) Three hundred and ninety-five dollars in all cases in which the value
of the claim is $50,000 or less and in which there are not more than five
defendants. The party shall pay an additional filing fee of up to $2.50 for
each defendant in excess of five. Of the first $200 in filing fees, $195 must be
remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund, $4 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue
for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of
Financial Services and used to fund the contract with the Florida Clerks of
Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35, and $1must be remitted to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund
within the Department of Financial Services to fund audits of individual
clerks’ court-related expenditures conducted by the Department of Financial
Services;

(II) Nine hundred dollars in all cases in which the value of the claim is
more than $50,000 but less than $250,000 and in which there are not more
than five defendants. The party shall pay an additional filing fee of up to
$2.50 for each defendant in excess of five. Of the first $705 in filing fees, $700
must be remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund, except that the first $1.5 million in such filing
fees remitted to the Department of Revenue and deposited into the General
Revenue Fund in fiscal year 2018-2019 shall be distributed to the Miami-
Dade County Clerk of Court; $4 must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within the
Department of Financial Services and used to fund the contract with the
Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35; and $1
must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial Services
to fund audits of individual clerks’ court-related expenditures conducted by
the Department of Financial Services; or

(III) One thousand nine hundred dollars in all cases in which the value of
the claim is $250,000 or more and in which there are not more than five
defendants. The party shall pay an additional filing fee of up to $2.50 for
each defendant in excess of five. Of the first $1,705 in filing fees, $930 must
be remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund, $770 must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund, $4 must be
remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Administrative
Trust Fund within the Department of Financial Services to fund the contract
with the Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35,
and $1 must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial Services to
fund audits of individual clerks’ court-related expenditures conducted by the
Department of Financial Services.

e. An additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The clerk shall
remit $3.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Court
Education Trust Fund and shall remit 50 cents to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within the
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Department of Financial Services to fund clerk education provided by the
Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation. An additional filing fee of
up to $18 shall be paid by the party seeking each severance that is granted.
The clerk may impose an additional filing fee of up to $85 for all proceedings
of garnishment, attachment, replevin, and distress. Postal charges incurred
by the clerk of the circuit court in making service by certified or registered
mail on defendants or other parties shall be paid by the party at whose
instance service is made. Additional fees, charges, or costs may not be added
to the filing fees imposed under this section, except as authorized in this
section or by general law.

(b) A party reopening any civil action, suit, or proceeding in the circuit
court shall pay to the clerk of court a filing fee set by the clerk in an amount
not to exceed $50. For purposes of this section, a case is reopened after all
appeals have been exhausted or time to file an appeal from a final order or
final judgment has expired. A reopen feemay be assessed by the clerk for any
motion filed by any party at least 90 days after a final order or final judgment
has been filed with the clerk in the initial case. A reservation of jurisdiction
by a court does not cause a case to remain open for purposes of this section or
exempt a party from paying a reopen fee. A party is exempt from paying the
fee for any of the following:

1. A writ of garnishment;

2. A writ of replevin;

3. A distress writ;

4. A writ of attachment;

5. A motion for rehearing filed within 10 days;

6. A motion for attorney’s fees filed within 30 days after entry of a
judgment or final order;

7. A motion for dismissal filed after a mediation agreement has been
filed;

8. A disposition of personal property without administration;

9. Any probate case prior to the discharge of a personal representative;

10. Any guardianship pleading prior to discharge;

11. Any mental health pleading;

12. Motions to withdraw by attorneys;

13. Motions exclusively for the enforcement of child support orders;

14. A petition for credit of child support;
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15. A Notice of Intent to Relocate and any order issuing as a result of an
uncontested relocation;

16. Stipulations and motions to enforce stipulations;

17. Responsive pleadings;

18. Cases in which there is no initial filing fee; or

19. Motions for contempt.

(c)1. A party in addition to a party described in sub-subparagraph (a)1.a.
who files a pleading in an original civil action in circuit court for affirmative
relief by cross-claim, counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint
shall pay the clerk of court a fee of $395. A party in addition to a party
described in sub-subparagraph (a)1.b. who files a pleading in an original civil
action in circuit court for affirmative relief by cross-claim, counterclaim,
counterpetition, or third-party complaint shall pay the clerk of court a fee of
$295. The clerk shall deposit the fee into the fine and forfeiture fund
established pursuant to s. 142.01.

2. A party in addition to a party described in subparagraph (a)2. who
files a pleading in an original civil action in circuit court for affirmative relief
by cross-claim, counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint shall
pay the clerk of court a graduated fee of:

a. Three hundred and ninety-five dollars in all cases in which the value
of the pleading is $50,000 or less;

b. Nine hundred dollars in all cases in which the value of the pleading is
more than $50,000 but less than $250,000; or

c. One thousand nine hundred dollars in all cases in which the value of
the pleading is $250,000 or more.

The clerk shall deposit the fees collected under this subparagraph into the
fine and forfeiture fund established pursuant to s. 142.01.

(d) The clerk of court shall collect a service charge of $10 for issuing an
original, a certified copy, or an electronic certified copy of a summons, which
the clerk shall remit to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund. The clerk shall assess the fee against the party
seeking to have the summons issued.

(2) Upon the institution of any appellate proceeding from any lower court
to the circuit court of any such county, including appeals filed by a county or
municipality as provided in s. 34.041(5), or from the county or circuit court to
an appellate court of the state, the clerk shall charge and collect from the
party or parties instituting such appellate proceedings a filing fee not to
exceed $280, from which the clerk shall remit $20 to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund, for filing a notice of
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appeal from the county court to the circuit court and, in addition to the filing
fee required under s. 25.241 or s. 35.22, $100 for filing a notice of appeal from
the county or circuit court to the district court of appeal or to the Supreme
Court. If the party is determined to be indigent, the clerk shall defer
payment of the fee otherwise required by this subsection.

Section 9. Effective January 1, 2020, subsection (1) of section 34.01,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

34.01 Jurisdiction of county court.—

(1) County courts shall have original jurisdiction:

(a) In all misdemeanor cases not cognizable by the circuit courts.;

(b) Of all violations of municipal and county ordinances.;

(c) Of all actions at law, except those within the exclusive jurisdiction of
the circuit courts, in which the matter in controversy does not exceed the
sum of $15,000, exclusive of interest, costs, and attorney attorney’s fees:,
except those within the exclusive jurisdiction of the circuit courts; and

1. If filed on or before December 31, 2019, the sum of $15,000.

2. If filed on or after January 1, 2020, the sum of $30,000.

3. If filed on or after January 1, 2023, the sum of $50,000.

(d) Of disputes occurring in the homeowners’ associations as described in
s. 720.311(2)(a), which shall be concurrent with jurisdiction of the circuit
courts.

By February 1, 2021, the Office of the State Courts Administrator shall
submit a report to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives. The report must make recom-
mendations regarding the adjustment of county court jurisdiction, including,
but not limited to, consideration of the claim value of filings in county court
and circuit court, case events, timeliness in processing cases, and any fiscal
impact to the state as a result of adjusted jurisdictional limits. The clerks of
the circuit court and county court shall provide claim value data and
necessary case event data to the office to be used in development of the
report. The report must also include a review of fees to ensure that the court
system is adequately funded and a review of the appellate jurisdiction of the
district courts and the circuit courts, including the use of appellate panels by
circuit courts.

Section 10. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of subsection (1) of section 34.041,
Florida Statutes, are amended, and paragraph (e) is added to that
subsection, to read:
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34.041 Filing fees.—

(1)(a) Filing fees are due at the time a party files a pleading to initiate a
proceeding or files a pleading for relief. Reopen fees are due at the time a
party files a pleading to reopen a proceeding if at least 90 days have elapsed
since the filing of a final order or final judgment with the clerk. If a fee is not
paid upon the filing of the pleading as required under this section, the clerk
shall pursue collection of the fee pursuant to s. 28.246. Upon the institution
of any civil action, suit, or proceeding in county court, the party shall pay the
following filing fee, not to exceed:

1. For all claims less than $100...........................................................$50.

2. For all claims of $100 or more but not more than $500................$75.

3. For all claims of more than $500 but not more than $2,500..........$170,
from which the clerk shall remit $20 to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

4. For all claims of more than $2,500 but not more than
$15,000.......................................................................................................$295.

5. For all claims more than $15,000..................................................$395.

6.5. In addition, for all proceedings of garnishment, attachment,
replevin, and distress.............. $85, from which the clerk shall remit $10 to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

7.6. Notwithstanding subparagraphs 3. and 6. 5., for all claims of not
more than $1,000 filed simultaneously with an action for replevin of
property that is the subject of the claim.................................................$125.

8.7. For removal of tenant action...................................................... $180.

The filing fee in subparagraph 7. 6. is the total fee due under this paragraph
for that type of filing, and no other filing fee under this paragraph may be
assessed against such a filing.

(b) The first $15 of the filing fee collected under subparagraph (a)4. and
the first $10 of the filing fee collected under subparagraph (a)8. subpara-
graph (a)7. shall be deposited in the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund. By
the 10th day of each month, the clerk shall submit that portion of the fees
collected in the previous month which is in excess of one-twelfth of the clerk’s
total budget for the performance of court-related functions to the Depart-
ment of Revenue for deposit into the Clerks of the Court Trust Fund. An
additional filing fee of $4 shall be paid to the clerk. The clerk shall transfer
$3.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Court Education
Trust Fund and shall transfer 50 cents to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of
Financial Services to fund clerk education provided by the Florida Clerks of
Court Operations Corporation. Postal charges incurred by the clerk of the
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county court in making service by mail on defendants or other parties shall
be paid by the party at whose instance service is made. Except as provided in
this section, filing fees and service charges for performing duties of the clerk
relating to the county court shall be as provided in ss. 28.24 and 28.241.
Except as otherwise provided in this section, all filing fees shall be retained
as fee income of the office of the clerk of the circuit court. Filing fees imposed
by this section may not be added to any penalty imposed by chapter 316 or
chapter 318.

(c) A party in addition to a party described in paragraph (a) who files a
pleading in an original civil action in the county court for affirmative relief
by cross-claim, counterclaim, counterpetition, or third-party complaint, or
who files a notice of cross-appeal or notice of joinder or motion to intervene as
an appellant, cross-appellant, or petitioner, shall pay the clerk of court a fee
of $295 if the relief sought by the party under this paragraph exceeds $2,500
but is not more than $15,000 and $395 if the relief sought by the party under
this paragraph exceeds $15,000. The clerk shall remit the fee if the relief
sought by the party under this paragraph exceeds $2,500 but is not more
than $15,000 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund. This fee does not apply if the cross-claim, counterclaim,
counterpetition, or third-party complaint requires transfer of the case from
county to circuit court. However, the party shall pay to the clerk the
standard filing fee for the court to which the case is to be transferred.

(d) The clerk of court shall collect a service charge of $10 for issuing a
summons or an electronic certified copy of a summons, which the clerk shall
remit to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue
Fund. The clerk shall assess the fee against the party seeking to have the
summons issued.

(e) Of the first $200 in filing fees payable under subparagraph (a)5., $195
must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the State
Courts Revenue Trust Fund, $4 must be remitted to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the Administrative Trust Fund within the
Department of Financial Services and used to fund the contract with the
Florida Clerks of Court Operations Corporation created in s. 28.35, and $1
must be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
Administrative Trust Fund within the Department of Financial Services
to fund audits of individual clerks’ court-related expenditures conducted by
the Department of Financial Services. By the 10th day of each month, the
clerk shall submit that portion of the filing fees collected pursuant to this
subsection in the previous month which is in excess of one-twelfth of the
clerk’s total budget to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Clerks
of the Court Trust Fund.

Section 11. Effective January 1, 2020, subsection (2) of section 44.108,
Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

44.108 Funding of mediation and arbitration.—
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(2) When court-ordered mediation services are provided by a circuit
court’s mediation program, the following fees, unless otherwise established
in the General Appropriations Act, shall be collected by the clerk of court:

(a) One-hundred twenty dollars per person per scheduled session in
family mediation when the parties’ combined income is greater than
$50,000, but less than $100,000 per year;

(b) Sixty dollars per person per scheduled session in family mediation
when the parties’ combined income is less than $50,000; or

(c) Sixty dollars per person per scheduled session in county court cases
involving an amount in controversy not exceeding $15,000.

No mediation fees shall be assessed under this subsection in residential
eviction cases, against a party found to be indigent, or for any small claims
action. Fees collected by the clerk of court pursuant to this section shall be
remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the State Courts
Revenue Trust Fund to fund court-orderedmediation. The clerk of court may
deduct $1 per fee assessment for processing this fee. The clerk of the court
shall submit to the chief judge of the circuit and to the Office of the State
Courts Administrator, no later than 30 days after the end of each quarter of
the fiscal year, a report specifying the amount of funds collected and
remitted to the State Courts Revenue Trust Fund under this section and any
other section during the previous quarter of the fiscal year. In addition to
identifying the total aggregate collections and remissions from all statutory
sources, the report must identify collections and remissions by each
statutory source.

Section 12. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsection (1) and paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section 45.035,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

45.035 Clerk’s fees.—In addition to other fees or service charges
authorized by law, the clerk shall receive service charges related to the
judicial sales procedure set forth in ss. 45.031-45.034 and this section:

(1) The clerk shall receive a service charge of $70, from which the clerk
shall remit $10 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund, for services in making, recording, and certifying the sale and
title, which service charge shall be assessed as costs and shall be advanced
by the plaintiff before the sale.

(2) If there is a surplus resulting from the sale, the clerk may receive the
following service charges, which shall be deducted from the surplus:

(c) The clerk is entitled to a service charge of $15 for each disbursement
of surplus proceeds, fromwhich the clerk shall remit $5 to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
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Section 13. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsection (3) of section 55.505, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

55.505 Notice of recording; prerequisite to enforcement.—

(3) No execution or other process for enforcement of a foreign judgment
recorded hereunder shall issue until 30 days after the mailing of notice by
the clerk and payment of a service charge of up to $42 to the clerk, from
which the clerk shall remit $4.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the General Revenue Fund. When an action authorized in s. 55.509(1) is
filed, it acts as an automatic stay of the effect of this section.

Section 14. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, paragraphs (b), (d), (e), and (f) of subsection (6) of section 61.14,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

61.14 Enforcement and modification of support, maintenance, or ali-
mony agreements or orders.—

(6)

(b)1. When an obligor is 15 days delinquent in making a payment or
installment of support and the amount of the delinquency is greater than the
periodic payment amount ordered by the court, the local depository shall
serve notice on the obligor informing him or her of:

a. The delinquency and its amount.

b. An impending judgment by operation of law against him or her in the
amount of the delinquency and all other amounts which thereafter become
due and are unpaid, together with costs and a service charge of up to $25,
from which the clerk shall remit $17.50 to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund, for failure to pay the amount of the
delinquency.

c. The obligor’s right to contest the impending judgment and the ground
upon which such contest can be made.

d. The local depository’s authority to release information regarding the
delinquency to one or more credit reporting agencies.

2. The local depository shall serve the notice by mailing it by first class
mail to the obligor at his or her last address of record with the local
depository. If the obligor has no address of record with the local depository,
service shall be by publication as provided in chapter 49.

3. When service of the notice is made by mail, service is complete on the
date of mailing.
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(d) The court shall hear the obligor’s motion to contest the impending
judgment within 15 days after the date of filing of the motion. Upon the
court’s denial of the obligor’s motion, the amount of the delinquency and all
other amounts that become due, together with costs and a service charge of
up to $25, from which the clerk shall remit $17.50 to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund, become a final
judgment by operation of law against the obligor. The depository shall
charge interest at the rate established in s. 55.03 on all judgments for
support. Payments on judgments shall be applied first to the current child
support due, then to any delinquent principal, and then to interest on the
support judgment.

(e) If the obligor fails to file a motion to contest the impending judgment
within the time limit prescribed in paragraph (c) and fails to pay the amount
of the delinquency and all other amounts which thereafter become due,
together with costs and a service charge of up to $25, from which the clerk
shall remit $17.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund, such amounts become a final judgment by operation of law
against the obligor at the expiration of the time for filing a motion to contest
the impending judgment.

(f)1. Upon request of any person, the local depository shall issue, upon
payment of a service charge of up to $25, from which the clerk shall remit
$17.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue
Fund, a payoff statement of the total amount due under the judgment at the
time of the request. The statement may be relied upon by the person for up to
30 days from the time it is issued unless proof of satisfaction of the judgment
is provided.

2. When the depository records show that the obligor’s account is
current, the depository shall record a satisfaction of the judgment upon
request of any interested person and upon receipt of the appropriate
recording fee. Any person shall be entitled to rely upon the recording of
the satisfaction.

3. The local depository, at the direction of the department, or the obligee
in a non-IV-D case, may partially release the judgment as to specific real
property, and the depository shall record a partial release upon receipt of the
appropriate recording fee.

4. The local depository is not liable for errors in its recordkeeping, except
when an error is a result of unlawful activity or gross negligence by the clerk
or his or her employees.

Section 15. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsections (2) and (4) of section 316.193, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

316.193 Driving under the influence; penalties.—
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(2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), subsection (3), or subsection
(4), any person who is convicted of a violation of subsection (1) shall be
punished:

1. By a fine of:

a. Not less than $500 or more than $1,000 for a first conviction.

b. Not less than $1,000 or more than $2,000 for a second conviction; and

2. By imprisonment for:

a. Not more than 6 months for a first conviction.

b. Not more than 9 months for a second conviction.

3. For a second conviction, by mandatory placement for a period of at
least 1 year, at the convicted person’s sole expense, of an ignition interlock
device approved by the department in accordance with s. 316.1938 upon all
vehicles that are individually or jointly leased or owned and routinely
operated by the convicted person, when the convicted person qualifies for a
permanent or restricted license. The installation of such device may not
occur before July 1, 2003.

The portion of a fine imposed in excess of $500 pursuant to sub-
subparagraph 1.a. and the portion of a fine imposed in excess of $1,000
pursuant to sub-subparagraph 1.b., shall be remitted by the clerk to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(b)1. Any person who is convicted of a third violation of this section for an
offense that occurs within 10 years after a prior conviction for a violation of
this section commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. In addition, the court shall order the
mandatory placement for a period of not less than 2 years, at the convicted
person’s sole expense, of an ignition interlock device approved by the
department in accordance with s. 316.1938 upon all vehicles that are
individually or jointly leased or owned and routinely operated by the
convicted person, when the convicted person qualifies for a permanent or
restricted license. The installation of such device may not occur before July
1, 2003.

2. Any person who is convicted of a third violation of this section for an
offense that occurs more than 10 years after the date of a prior conviction for
a violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than $2,000
or more than $5,000 and by imprisonment for not more than 12 months. The
portion of a fine imposed in excess of $2,500 pursuant to this subparagraph
shall be remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund. In addition, the court shall order the mandatory
placement for a period of at least 2 years, at the convicted person’s sole
expense, of an ignition interlock device approved by the department in
accordance with s. 316.1938 upon all vehicles that are individually or jointly
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leased or owned and routinely operated by the convicted person, when the
convicted person qualifies for a permanent or restricted license. The
installation of such device may not occur before July 1, 2003.

3. Any person who is convicted of a fourth or subsequent violation of this
section, regardless of when any prior conviction for a violation of this section
occurred, commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. However, the fine imposed for such fourth
or subsequent violation may be not less than $2,000. The portion of a fine
imposed in excess of $1,000 pursuant to this subparagraph shall be remitted
by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund.

(c) In addition to the penalties in paragraph (a), the court may order
placement, at the convicted person’s sole expense, of an ignition interlock
device approved by the department in accordance with s. 316.1938 for at
least 6 continuous months upon all vehicles that are individually or jointly
leased or owned and routinely operated by the convicted person if, at the
time of the offense, the person had a blood-alcohol level or breath-alcohol
level of .08 or higher.

(4) Any person who is convicted of a violation of subsection (1) and who
has a blood-alcohol level or breath-alcohol level of 0.15 or higher, or any
person who is convicted of a violation of subsection (1) and who at the time of
the offense was accompanied in the vehicle by a person under the age of 18
years, shall be punished:

(a) By a fine of:

1. Not less than $1,000 or more than $2,000 for a first conviction.

2. Not less than $2,000 or more than $4,000 for a second conviction.

3. Not less than $4,000 for a third or subsequent conviction.

(b) By imprisonment for:

1. Not more than 9 months for a first conviction.

2. Not more than 12 months for a second conviction.

For the purposes of this subsection, only the instant offense is required to be
a violation of subsection (1) by a person who has a blood-alcohol level or
breath-alcohol level of 0.15 or higher.

The portion of a fine imposed in excess of $1,000 pursuant to sub-
subparagraph (a)1. and the portion of a fine imposed in excess of $2,000
pursuant to sub-subparagraph (a)2. or (a)3, shall be remitted by the clerk to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
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(c) In addition to the penalties in paragraphs (a) and (b), the court shall
order the mandatory placement, at the convicted person’s sole expense, of an
ignition interlock device approved by the department in accordance with s.
316.1938 upon all vehicles that are individually or jointly leased or owned
and routinely operated by the convicted person for not less than 6 continuous
months for the first offense and for not less than 2 continuous years for a
second offense, when the convicted person qualifies for a permanent or
restricted license.

Section 16. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, paragraph (b) of subsection (10) of section 318.14, Florida Statutes,
is amended to read:

318.14 Noncriminal traffic infractions; exception; procedures.—

(10)

(b) Any person cited for an offense listed in this subsection shall present
proof of compliance before the scheduled court appearance date. For the
purposes of this subsection, proof of compliance shall consist of a valid,
renewed, or reinstated driver license or registration certificate and proper
proof of maintenance of security as required by s. 316.646. Notwithstanding
waiver of fine, any person establishing proof of compliance shall be assessed
court costs of $25, except that a person charged with violation of s.
316.646(1)-(3) may be assessed court costs of $8. One dollar of such costs
shall be remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Child
Welfare Training Trust Fund of the Department of Children and Families.
One dollar of such costs shall be distributed to the Department of Juvenile
Justice for deposit into the Juvenile Justice Training Trust Fund. Fourteen
dollars of such costs shall be distributed to the municipality, $1 shall be
remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue
Fund and $ 8 9 shall be deposited by the clerk of the court into the fine and
forfeiture fund established pursuant to s. 142.01, if the offense was
committed within the municipality. If the offense was committed in an
unincorporated area of a county or if the citation was for a violation of s.
316.646(1)-(3), the entire amount shall be deposited by the clerk of the court
into the fine and forfeiture fund established pursuant to s. 142.01, except for
the moneys to be deposited into the Child Welfare Training Trust Fund and
the Juvenile Justice Training Trust Fund and $3 which the clerk shall remit
to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
This subsection does not authorize the operation of a vehicle without a valid
driver license, without a valid vehicle tag and registration, or without the
maintenance of required security.

Section 17. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 318.15, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

318.15 Failure to comply with civil penalty or to appear; penalty.—
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(1)

(b) However, a person who elects to attend driver improvement school
and has paid the civil penalty as provided in s. 318.14(9) but who
subsequently fails to attend the driver improvement school within the
time specified by the court is deemed to have admitted the infraction and
shall be adjudicated guilty. If the person received a 9-percent reduction
pursuant to s. 318.14(9), the person must pay the clerk of the court that
amount and a processing fee of up to $18, from which the clerk shall remit $3
to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund,
after which additional penalties, court costs, or surcharges may not be
imposed for the violation. In all other such cases, the person must pay the
clerk a processing fee of up to $18, from which the clerk shall remit $3 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund, after
which additional penalties, court costs, or surchargesmay not be imposed for
the violation. The clerk of the court shall notify the department of the
person’s failure to attend driver improvement school and points shall be
assessed pursuant to s. 322.27.

Section 18. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (2), paragraph (a) of subsection
(11), and subsection (18) of section 318.18, Florida Statutes, are amended to
read:

318.18 Amount of penalties.—The penalties required for a noncriminal
disposition pursuant to s. 318.14 or a criminal offense listed in s. 318.17 are
as follows:

(2) Thirty dollars for all nonmoving traffic violations and:

(b) For all violations of ss. 320.0605, 320.07(1), 322.065, and 322.15(1).
Any person who is cited for a violation of s. 320.07(1) shall be charged a
delinquent fee pursuant to s. 320.07(4).

1. If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 320.0605 or s. 320.07 can
show proof of having a valid registration at the time of arrest, the clerk of the
court may dismiss the case and may assess a dismissal fee of up to $10, from
which the clerk shall remit $2.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit
into the General Revenue Fund. A person who finds it impossible or
impractical to obtain a valid registration certificate must submit an affidavit
detailing the reasons for the impossibility or impracticality. The reasons
may include, but are not limited to, the fact that the vehicle was sold, stolen,
or destroyed; that the state in which the vehicle is registered does not issue a
certificate of registration; or that the vehicle is owned by another person.

2. If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 322.03, s. 322.065, or s.
322.15 can show a driver license issued to him or her and valid at the time of
arrest, the clerk of the court may dismiss the case and may assess a
dismissal fee of up to $10, from which the clerk shall remit $2.50 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
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3. If a person who is cited for a violation of s. 316.646 can show proof of
security as required by s. 627.733, issued to the person and valid at the time
of arrest, the clerk of the court may dismiss the case and may assess a
dismissal fee of up to $10, from which the clerk shall remit $2.50 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund. A person
who finds it impossible or impractical to obtain proof of security must submit
an affidavit detailing the reasons for the impracticality. The reasons may
include, but are not limited to, the fact that the vehicle has since been sold,
stolen, or destroyed; that the owner or registrant of the vehicle is not
required by s. 627.733 to maintain personal injury protection insurance; or
that the vehicle is owned by another person.

(c) For all violations of ss. 316.2935 and 316.610. However, for a violation
of s. 316.2935 or s. 316.610, if the person committing the violation corrects
the defect and obtains proof of such timely repair by an affidavit of
compliance executed by the law enforcement agency within 30 days from
the date upon which the traffic citation was issued, and pays $4 to the law
enforcement agency, thereby completing the affidavit of compliance, then
upon presentation of said affidavit by the defendant to the clerk within the
30-day time period set forth under s. 318.14(4), the fine must be reduced to
$10, which the clerk of the court shall retain and from which the clerk shall
remit $2.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund.

(11)(a) In addition to the stated fine, court costs must be paid in the
following amounts and shall be deposited by the clerk into the fine and
forfeiture fund established pursuant to s. 142.01 except as provided in this
paragraph:

For pedestrian infractions $4, from which the clerk shall remit $1 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

For nonmoving traffic infractions $18, from which the clerk shall remit
$2 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

For moving traffic infractions $35, from which the clerk shall remit $5 to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(18) In addition to any penalties imposed, an administrative fee of $12.50
must be paid for all noncriminal moving and nonmoving violations under
chapters 316, 320, and 322. The clerk shall remit the administrative fee to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.
Revenue from the administrative fee shall be deposited by the clerk of court
into the fine and forfeiture fund established pursuant to s. 142.01.

Section 19. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsections (1) and (2) of section 322.245, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

Ch. 2019-58 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2019-58

24
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



322.245 Suspension of license upon failure of person charged with
specified offense under chapter 316, chapter 320, or this chapter to comply
with directives ordered by traffic court or upon failure to pay child support in
non-IV-D cases as provided in chapter 61 or failure to pay any financial
obligation in any other criminal case.—

(1) If a person charged with a violation of any of the criminal offenses
enumerated in s. 318.17 or with the commission of any offense constituting a
misdemeanor under chapter 320 or this chapter fails to comply with all of the
directives of the court within the time allotted by the court, the clerk of the
traffic court shall mail to the person, at the address specified on the uniform
traffic citation, a notice of such failure, notifying him or her that, if he or she
does not comply with the directives of the court within 30 days after the date
of the notice and pay a delinquency fee of up to $25 to the clerk, from which
the clerk shall remit $10 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund, his or her driver license will be suspended. The
notice shall be mailed no later than 5 days after such failure. The
delinquency fee may be retained by the office of the clerk to defray the
operating costs of the office.

(2) In non-IV-D cases, if a person fails to pay child support under chapter
61 and the obligee so requests, the depository or the clerk of the court shall
mail in accordance with s. 61.13016 the notice specified in that section,
notifying him or her that if he or she does not comply with the requirements
of that section and pay a delinquency fee of $25 to the depository or the clerk,
his or her driver license and motor vehicle registration will be suspended.
The delinquency fee may be retained by the depository or the office of the
clerk to defray the operating costs of the office after the clerk remits $15 to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

Section 20. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsections (2) and (4) of section 327.35, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

327.35 Boating under the influence; penalties; “designated drivers.”—

(2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), subsection (3), or subsection
(4), any person who is convicted of a violation of subsection (1) shall be
punished:

1. By a fine of:

a. Not less than $500 or more than $1,000 for a first conviction.

b. Not less than $1,000 or more than $2,000 for a second conviction; and

2. By imprisonment for:

a. Not more than 6 months for a first conviction.

b. Not more than 9 months for a second conviction.
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The portion of a fine imposed in excess of $500 pursuant to sub-
subparagraph 1.a. and the portion of a fine imposed in excess of $1,000
pursuant to sub-subparagraph 1.b., shall be remitted by the clerk to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(b)1. Any person who is convicted of a third violation of this section for an
offense that occurs within 10 years after a prior conviction for a violation of
this section commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

2. Any person who is convicted of a third violation of this section for an
offense that occurs more than 10 years after the date of a prior conviction for
a violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than $2,000
or more than $5,000 and by imprisonment for not more than 12 months. The
portion of a fine imposed in excess of $2,500 pursuant to this subparagraph
shall be remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund.

3. Any person who is convicted of a fourth or subsequent violation of this
section, regardless of when any prior conviction for a violation of this section
occurred, commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s.
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.

However, the fine imposed for such fourth or subsequent violation may not
be less than $2,000. The portion of such fine imposed in excess of $1,000 shall
be remitted by the clerk to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund.

(4) Any person who is convicted of a violation of subsection (1) and who
has a blood-alcohol level or breath-alcohol level of 0.15 or higher, or any
person who is convicted of a violation of subsection (1) and who at the time of
the offense was accompanied in the vessel by a person under the age of 18
years, shall be punished:

(a) By a fine of:

1. Not less than $1,000 or more than $2,000 for a first conviction.

2. Not less than $2,000 or more than $4,000 for a second conviction.

3. Not less than $4,000 for a third or subsequent conviction.

(b) By imprisonment for:

1. Not more than 9 months for a first conviction.

2. Not more than 12 months for a second conviction.

The portion of a fine imposed in excess of $1,000 pursuant to subparagraph
(a)1. and the portion of a fine imposed in excess of $2,000 pursuant to
subparagraph (a)2. or subparagraph (a)3., shall be remitted by the clerk to
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the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund. For
the purposes of this subsection, only the instant offense is required to be a
violation of subsection (1) by a person who has a blood-alcohol level or
breath-alcohol level of 0.15 or higher.

Section 21. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsection (4), paragraph (a) of subsection (9), and paragraph (a) of
subsection (11) of section 327.73, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

327.73 Noncriminal infractions.—

(4) Any person charged with a noncriminal infraction under this section
may:

(a) Pay the civil penalty, either bymail or in person, within 30 days of the
date of receiving the citation; or,

(b) If he or she has posted bond, forfeit bond by not appearing at the
designated time and location.

If the person cited follows either of the above procedures, he or she shall be
deemed to have admitted the noncriminal infraction and to have waived the
right to a hearing on the issue of commission of the infraction. Such
admission shall not be used as evidence in any other proceedings. If a person
who is cited for a violation of s. 327.395 can show a boating safety
identification card issued to that person and valid at the time of the
citation, the clerk of the court may dismiss the case and may assess a
dismissal fee of up to $10, from which the clerk shall remit $2.50 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund. If a
person who is cited for a violation of s. 328.72(13) can show proof of having a
registration for that vessel which was valid at the time of the citation, the
clerk may dismiss the case and may assess the dismissal fee, from which the
clerk shall remit $2.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund.

(9)(a) Any person who fails to comply with the court’s requirements or
who fails to pay the civil penalties specified in this section within the 30-day
period provided for in s. 327.72 must pay an additional court cost of up to
$20, which shall be used by the clerks of the courts to defray the costs of
tracking unpaid uniform boating citations, from which the clerk shall remit
$2 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(11)(a) Court costs that are to be in addition to the stated civil penalty
shall be imposed by the court in an amount not less than the following:

1. For swimming or diving infractions, $4, from which the clerk shall
remit $1 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue
Fund.
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2. For nonmoving boating infractions, $18, from which the clerk shall
remit $12 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund.

3. For boating infractions listed in s. 327.731(1), $35, from which the
clerk shall remit $25 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund.

Court costs imposed under this subsection may not exceed $45. A criminal
justice selection center or both local criminal justice access and assessment
centers may be funded from these court costs.

Section 22. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section 379.401, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

379.401 Penalties and violations; civil penalties for noncriminal infrac-
tions; criminal penalties; suspension and forfeiture of licenses and permits.

(1) LEVEL ONE VIOLATIONS.—

(i) A person cited for violating the requirements of s. 379.354 relating to
personal possession of a license or permit may not be convicted if, before or at
the time of a county court hearing, the person produces the required license
or permit for verification by the hearing officer or the court clerk. The license
or permit must have been valid at the time the person was cited. The clerk or
hearing officer may assess a $10 fee for costs under this paragraph, from
which the clerk shall remit $5 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into
the General Revenue Fund.

Section 23. Notwithstanding subsection (13) of section 627.7152, as
created by HB 7065, 2019 Regular Session, subsection (10) of that section is
effective upon becoming a law.

Section 24. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsection (1) of section 713.24, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

713.24 Transfer of liens to security.—

(1) Any lien claimed under this part may be transferred, by any person
having an interest in the real property upon which the lien is imposed or the
contract under which the lien is claimed, from such real property to other
security by either:

(a) Depositing in the clerk’s office a sum of money, or

(b) Filing in the clerk’s office a bond executed as surety by a surety
insurer licensed to do business in this state,
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either to be in an amount equal to the amount demanded in such claim of
lien, plus interest thereon at the legal rate for 3 years, plus $1,000 or 25
percent of the amount demanded in the claim of lien, whichever is greater, to
apply on any attorney’s fees and court costs that may be taxed in any
proceeding to enforce said lien. Such deposit or bond shall be conditioned to
pay any judgment or decree whichmay be rendered for the satisfaction of the
lien for which such claim of lien was recorded. Upon making such deposit or
filing such bond, the clerk shall make and record a certificate showing the
transfer of the lien from the real property to the security and shall mail a
copy thereof by registered or certifiedmail to the lienor named in the claim of
lien so transferred, at the address stated therein. Upon filing the certificate
of transfer, the real property shall thereupon be released from the lien
claimed, and such lien shall be transferred to said security. In the absence of
allegations of privity between the lienor and the owner, and subject to any
order of the court increasing the amount required for the lien transfer
deposit or bond, no other judgment or decree to paymoneymay be entered by
the court against the owner. The clerk shall be entitled to a service charge for
making and serving the certificate, in the amount of up to $20, from which
the clerk shall remit $5 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund. If the transaction involves the transfer of multiple
liens, an additional charge of up to $10 for each additional lien shall be
charged, from which the clerk shall remit $2.50 to the Department of
Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund. For recording the
certificate and approving the bond, the clerk shall receive her or his usual
statutory service charges as prescribed in s. 28.24. Any number of liens may
be transferred to one such security.

Section 25. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsection (3) of section 721.83, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

721.83 Consolidation of judicial foreclosure actions.—

(3) A consolidated timeshare foreclosure action shall be considered a
single action, suit, or proceeding for the payment of filing fees and service
charges pursuant to general law. In addition to the payment of such filing
fees and service charges, an additional filing fee of up to $10 from which the
clerk shall remit $5 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund for each timeshare interest joined in that action shall
be paid to the clerk of court.

Section 26. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section 744.365, Florida Statutes,
is amended to read:

744.365 Verified inventory.—

(6) AUDIT FEE.—
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(a) Where the value of the ward’s property exceeds $25,000, a guardian
shall pay from the ward’s property to the clerk of the circuit court a fee of up
to $85 fromwhich the clerk shall remit $10 to the Department of Revenue for
deposit into the General Revenue Fund, upon the filing of the verified
inventory, for the auditing of the inventory. Upon petition by the guardian,
the court may waive the auditing fee upon a showing of insufficient funds in
the ward’s estate. Any guardian unable to pay the auditing fee may petition
the court for waiver of the fee. The court may waive the fee after it has
reviewed the documentation filed by the guardian in support of the waiver.

Section 27. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsection (4) of section 744.3678, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

744.3678 Annual accounting.—

(4) The guardian shall pay from the ward’s estate to the clerk of the
circuit court a fee based upon the following graduated fee schedule, upon the
filing of the annual financial return, for the auditing of the return:

(a) For estates with a value of $25,000 or less the clerk of the court may
charge a fee of up to $20 from which the clerk shall remit $5 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

(b) For estates with a value of more than $25,000 up to and including
$100,000 the clerk of the court may charge a fee of up to $85 from which the
clerk shall remit $10 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund.

(c) For estates with a value of more than $100,000 up to and including
$500,000 the clerk of the court may charge a fee of up to $170 from which the
clerk shall remit $20 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund.

(d) For estates with a value in excess of $500,000 the clerk of the court
may charge a fee of up to $250 from which the clerk shall remit $25 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund.

Upon petition by the guardian, the court may waive the auditing fee upon a
showing of insufficient funds in the ward’s estate. Any guardian unable to
pay the auditing fee may petition the court for a waiver of the fee. The court
may waive the fee after it has reviewed the documentation filed by the
guardian in support of the waiver.

Section 28. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsection (2) of section 766.104, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

766.104 Medical negligence cases; reasonable investigation required
before filing.—
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(2) Upon petition to the clerk of the court where the suit will be filed and
payment to the clerk of a filing fee, not to exceed $42 from which the clerk
shall remit $4.50 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General
Revenue Fund, an automatic 90-day extension of the statute of limitations
shall be granted to allow the reasonable investigation required by subsection
(1). This period shall be in addition to other tolling periods. No court order is
required for the extension to be effective. The provisions of this subsection
shall not be deemed to revive a cause of action on which the statute of
limitations has run.

Section 29. Effective upon this act becoming a law and retroactive to July
1, 2008, subsection (1) of section 938.05, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

938.05 Additional court costs for felonies, misdemeanors, and criminal
traffic offenses.—

(1) Any person pleading nolo contendere to a misdemeanor or criminal
traffic offense under s. 318.14(10)(a) or pleading guilty or nolo contendere to,
or being found guilty of, any felony, misdemeanor, or criminal traffic offense
under the laws of this state or the violation of any municipal or county
ordinance which adopts by reference any misdemeanor under state law,
shall pay as a cost in the case, in addition to any other cost required to be
imposed by law, a sum in accordance with the following schedule:

(a) Felonies $225 fromwhich the clerk shall remit $25 to the Department
of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund

(b) Misdemeanors $60 from which the clerk shall remit $10 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund

(c) Criminal traffic offenses $60 from which the clerk shall remit $10 to
the Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund

Section 30. The amendments made by this act to ss. 27.52, 28.24,
28.2401, 28.241, 34.041, 45.035, 55.505, 61.14, 316.193, 318.14, 318.15,
318.18, 322.245, 327.35, 327.73, 379.401, 713.24, 721.83, 744.365, 744.3678,
766.104, and 938.05, Florida Statutes, are remedial and clarifying in nature
and apply retroactively to July 1, 2008.

Section 31. The amendments to the jurisdiction of a court made by this
act shall apply with respect to the date of filing the cause of action,
regardless of when the cause of action accrued.

Section 32. Before the 2022 Regular Session of the Legislature, the
Legislature shall review and consider the results of the analysis submitted
pursuant to Specific Appropriation 2754 of the 2019-2020 General Appro-
priations Act regarding the review of the Clerk of Court Processes for the
purpose of considering the extension or reenactment of provisions in this act
relating to clerk funding.
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Section 33. Except as otherwise provided, and except for this section,
which shall take effect upon becoming a law, this act shall take effect July 1,
2019.

Approved by the Governor May 24, 2019.

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 24, 2019.
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