
CHAPTER 2024-206

Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 481

An act relating to building construction regulations and system warranties;
amending s. 489.105, F.S.; revising definitions; amending s. 559.956, F.S.;
providing a specified effective date for provisions relating to HVAC
manufacturer’s warranty transfers; prohibiting HVAC manufacturer’s
warranties from being conditioned upon the product registration; provid-
ing applicability; removing provisions relating to HVAC manufacturer’s
warranty registration; creating s. 559.957, F.S.; providing the effective
date for certain HVAC systems and components warranties under a
specified circumstance; providing required information for warranty and
product registration cards and forms; prohibiting HVAC systems and
components warranties from being conditioned upon the product registra-
tion; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (f), (g), and (i) of subsection (3) of section 489.105,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

489.105 Definitions.—As used in this part:

(3) “Contractor” means the person who is qualified for, and is only
responsible for, the project contracted for and means, except as exempted in
this part, the person who, for compensation, undertakes to, submits a bid to,
or does himself or herself or by others construct, repair, alter, remodel, add
to, demolish, subtract from, or improve any building or structure, including
related improvements to real estate, for others or for resale to others; and
whose job scope is substantially similar to the job scope described in one of
the paragraphs of this subsection. For the purposes of regulation under this
part, the term “demolish” applies only to demolition of steel tanks more than
50 feet in height; towers more than 50 feet in height; other structures more
than 50 feet in height; and all buildings or residences. Contractors are
subdivided into two divisions, Division I, consisting of those contractors
defined in paragraphs (a)-(c), and Division II, consisting of those contractors
defined in paragraphs (d)-(q):

(f) “Class A air-conditioning contractor” means a contractor whose
services are unlimited in the execution of contracts requiring the experience,
knowledge, and skill to install, maintain, repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or
design, if not prohibited by law, central air-conditioning, refrigeration,
heating, and ventilating systems, including duct work in connection with a
complete system if such duct work is performed by the contractor as
necessary to complete an air-distribution system, boiler and unfired
pressure vessel systems, and all appurtenances, apparatus, or equipment
used in connection therewith, and any duct cleaning and equipment
sanitizing that requires at least a partial disassembling of the system; to
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install, maintain, repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or design, if not prohibited
by law, piping, insulation of pipes, vessels and ducts, pressure and process
piping, and pneumatic control piping; to replace, disconnect, or reconnect
power wiring on the line or load side of the dedicated existing electrical
disconnect switch on single phase electrical systems; to repair or replace
power wiring, disconnects, breakers, or fuses for dedicated HVAC circuits
with proper use of a circuit breaker lock; to install, disconnect, and reconnect
low voltage heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning control wiring; and to
install a condensate drain from an air-conditioning unit to an existing safe
waste or other approved disposal other than a direct connection to a sanitary
system. The scope of work for such contractor also includes any excavation
work incidental thereto, but does not include any work such as liquefied
petroleum or natural gas fuel lines within buildings, except for disconnecting
or reconnecting changeouts of liquefied petroleum or natural gas appliances
within buildings; potable water lines or connections thereto; sanitary sewer
lines; swimming pool piping and filters; or electrical power wiring. A Class A
air-conditioning contractor may test and evaluate central air-conditioning,
refrigeration, heating, and ventilating systems, including duct work;
however, a mandatory licensing requirement is not established for the
performance of these specific services.

(g) “Class B air-conditioning contractor” means a contractor whose
services are limited to 25 tons of cooling and 500,000 Btu of heating in
any one system in the execution of contracts requiring the experience,
knowledge, and skill to install, maintain, repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or
design, if not prohibited by law, central air-conditioning, refrigeration,
heating, and ventilating systems, including duct work in connection with a
complete system only to the extent such duct work is performed by the
contractor as necessary to complete an air-distribution system being
installed under this classification, and any duct cleaning and equipment
sanitizing that requires at least a partial disassembling of the system; to
install, maintain, repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or design, if not prohibited
by law, piping and insulation of pipes, vessels, and ducts; to replace,
disconnect, or reconnect power wiring on the line or load side of the dedicated
existing electrical disconnect switch on single phase electrical systems; to
repair or replace power wiring, disconnects, breakers, or fuses for dedicated
HVAC circuits with proper use of a circuit breaker lock; to install,
disconnect, and reconnect low voltage heating, ventilating, and air-con-
ditioning control wiring; and to install a condensate drain from an air-
conditioning unit to an existing safe waste or other approved disposal other
than a direct connection to a sanitary system. The scope of work for such
contractor also includes any excavation work incidental thereto, but does not
include any work such as liquefied petroleum or natural gas fuel lines within
buildings, except for disconnecting or reconnecting changeouts of liquefied
petroleum or natural gas appliances within buildings; potable water lines or
connections thereto; sanitary sewer lines; swimming pool piping and filters;
or electrical power wiring. A Class B air-conditioning contractor may test
and evaluate central air-conditioning, refrigeration, heating, and ventilating
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systems, including duct work; however, a mandatory licensing requirement
is not established for the performance of these specific services.

(i) “Mechanical contractor” means a contractor whose services are
unlimited in the execution of contracts requiring the experience, knowledge,
and skill to install, maintain, repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or design, if not
prohibited by law, central air-conditioning, refrigeration, heating, and
ventilating systems, including duct work in connection with a complete
system if such duct work is performed by the contractor as necessary to
complete an air-distribution system, boiler and unfired pressure vessel
systems, lift station equipment and piping, and all appurtenances, appara-
tus, or equipment used in connection therewith, and any duct cleaning and
equipment sanitizing that requires at least a partial disassembling of the
system; to install, maintain, repair, fabricate, alter, extend, or design, if not
prohibited by law, piping, insulation of pipes, vessels and ducts, pressure
and process piping, pneumatic control piping, gasoline tanks and pump
installations and piping for same, standpipes, air piping, vacuum line
piping, oxygen lines, nitrous oxide piping, ink and chemical lines, fuel
transmission lines, liquefied petroleum gas lines within buildings, and
natural gas fuel lines within buildings; to replace, disconnect, or reconnect
power wiring on the line or load side of the dedicated existing electrical
disconnect switch on single phase electrical systems; to repair or replace
power wiring, disconnects, breakers, or fuses for dedicated HVAC circuits
with proper use of a circuit breaker lock; to install, disconnect, and reconnect
low voltage heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning control wiring; and to
install a condensate drain from an air-conditioning unit to an existing safe
waste or other approved disposal other than a direct connection to a sanitary
system. The scope of work for such contractor also includes any excavation
work incidental thereto, but does not include any work such as potable water
lines or connections thereto, sanitary sewer lines, swimming pool piping and
filters, or electrical power wiring. A mechanical contractor may test and
evaluate central air-conditioning, refrigeration, heating, and ventilating
systems, including duct work; however, a mandatory licensing requirement
is not established for the performance of these specific services.

Section 2. Section 559.956, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

559.956 Registrations and Transfers of heating, ventilation, and air-
conditioning system manufacturer warranties; required contractor docu-
mentation.—

(1) If a residential real property that includes a heating, ventilation, and
air-conditioning (HVAC) system as a fixture to the property is conveyed to a
new owner on or after July 1, 2024, a manufacturer’s warranty in effect on
that system or a component of that system:

(a) Is automatically transferred to the new owner; and

(b) Continues in effect as if the new owner was the original purchaser of
such system or component, as applicable.
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(2) A warrantor continues to be obligated under the terms of a
manufacturer’s warranty agreement for a warranty transferred under
this section and may not charge a fee for the transfer of the warranty.

(3) The transfer of amanufacturer’s warranty under this section does not
extend the remaining term of the warranty.

(4) A manufacturer’s warranty of a HVAC system or a component of the
system may not be in any way conditioned upon the product registration.

(5) This section applies if:

(a) A sale of a residential property that includes an HVAC system as a
fixture to the property occurs on or after July 1, 2024.

(b) A manufacturer’s warranty is still in effect on the HVAC system or a
component of the system.

(4) Amanufacturer’s warranty for anHVAC system is deemed registered
with the manufacturer if a contractor licensed under part I of chapter 489:

(a) Installs the new HVAC system; and

(b) Provides the manufacturer of the HVAC system with the date of the
issuance of the certificate of occupancy for installations relating to new
construction, or the serial number of the HVAC system for installations
relating to existing construction, as applicable.

(5) A contractor licensed under part I of chapter 489 who installs a new
HVAC system must document the installation through an invoice or a
receipt and provide the invoice or receipt to the customer.

Section 3. Section 559.957, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

559.957 Registration of heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning sys-
tems; prohibition against warranty conditioned upon registration.—

(1) The full length of a manufacturer’s, distributor’s, or retailer’s
warranty of a heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning (HVAC) system or
any component of the system is effective in this state on the date of
installation if installed by a contractor licensed under part I of chapter 489.

(2) If a manufacturer, distributor, or retailer of a HVAC system or any
component of the system provides a warranty or product registration card or
form, or an electronic, online warranty or product registration form, the card
or form must contain the following information, displayed in a clear and
conspicuous manner:

(a) The card or form is for the product registration.

(b) Failure to complete and return the card or form does not diminish any
warranty rights or decrease the warranty length.
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(3) Any offered manufacturer’s, distributor’s, or retailer’s warranty of a
HVAC system or a component of the system may not be in any way
conditioned upon the product registration.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

Approved by the Governor May 28, 2024.

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 28, 2024.
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