
CHAPTER 2023-108

Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 7039

An act relating to student outcomes; amending s. 1001.215, F.S.; revising the
responsibilities of the Just Read, Florida! Office; revising the require-
ments for certain reading instructional and intervention programs;
revising the primary instructional strategy for word reading; amending
s. 1001.42, F.S.; revising the requirements for the early warning system
for certain students; amending s. 1002.20, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 1002.33, F.S.; revising the
requirements for charter school applications and charters; providing
requirements for such strategies; amending s. 1002.411, F.S.; renaming
the New Worlds Reading Scholarship Accounts as the “New Worlds
Scholarship Accounts”; revising the eligibility criteria for a scholarship
account; revising eligible expenditures for such accounts; amending s.
1002.59, F.S.; revising the standards for emergent literacy and perfor-
mance standards training courses; amending s. 1002.67, F.S.; revising the
performance standards for students in a specified program; revising the
requirements for certain prekindergarten curricula; amending s.
1003.485, F.S.; revising the definition of the term “micro-credential”
within the New Worlds Reading Initiative; revising the student eligibility
criteria and administrator responsibilities for the initiative; requiring
school districts to establish a specified agreement with the initiative
administrator; amending s. 1003.53, F.S.; requiring district school boards
to establish specified course standards for certain dropout prevention and
academic intervention programs; amending s. 1004.04, F.S.; revising the
rules for establishing uniform core curricula for teacher preparation
programs; amending s. 1004.85, F.S.; revising requirements for the
certification program of certain postsecondary educator preparation
institutes; amending s. 1004.86, F.S.; revising the responsibilities of the
Florida Center for Mathematics and Science Education Research; amend-
ing ss. 1006.283 and 1006.31, F.S.; providing additional requirements for
certain instructional materials; amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; revising the
priority for the allocation of specified school district resources; providing
requirements for an individualized progress monitoring plan; requiring a
student who has dyslexia to be provided with certain interventions to
address the dyslexia; requiring the Department of Education to provide a
specified list of intervention programs; providing requirements for such
programs; requiring the department to provide specified daily reading
interventions to certain students; requiring students in kindergarten
through grade 4 who exhibit a substantial deficiency in mathematics or
dyscalculia to be provided with certain instruction; providing methods for
such instruction; providing school district requirements; requiring the
student’s performance to be monitored; requiring the Department of
Education to provide a list of approved mathematics intervention
programs, curricula, and supplemental materials to specified individuals;
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providing that certain Voluntary Prekindergarten Education students
may be eligible to receive mathematics interventions from local school
districts; requiring the parent of a student who has a deficiency in
mathematics to be notified; providing requirements for the notification;
requiring the school to keep the parent informed of the student’s progress;
requiring a school to provide additional support to a student with a
mathematics deficiency; requiring the department to collaborate with the
Florida Center for Mathematics and Science Education Research to
compile resources that each school district must incorporate into a
home-based plan for students with a mathematics deficiency; providing
requirements for the resources; providing that the resources must be
provided to a parent in a hardcopy format, if requested; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; revising requirements for intensive
interventions to address student reading deficiencies; revising require-
ments for a coordinated screening and progress monitoring system;
conforming cross-references; amending s. 1008.365, F.S.; conforming
provisions and a cross-reference to changes made by the act; amending
s. 1011.62, F.S.; revising the authorized uses of funds through the
supplemental academic instruction allocation and the evidence-based
reading instruction allocation; conforming a cross-reference; revising
requirements for certain supplemental instructional materials; revising
requirements for a specified school district comprehensive reading plan;
amending s. 1012.56, F.S.; revising requirements for a competency-based
professional development certification and education competency pro-
gram; amending s. 1012.585, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; amending s. 1012.98, F.S.; revising training requirements for
reading coaches, classroom teachers, and school administrators to include
certain instructional strategies; providing construction with regard to
district school boards contracting for certain training; amending ss.
1002.37, 1002.45, 1002.53, 1002.68, 1003.01, 1008.2125, 1008.22,
1008.34, and 1008.345, F.S.; conforming cross-references; providing
appropriations; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (4) and (8) of section 1001.215, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

1001.215 Just Read, Florida! Office.—There is created in the Depart-
ment of Education the Just Read, Florida! Office. The office is fully
accountable to the Commissioner of Education and shall:

(4) Develop and provide access to an online repository of digital science of
reading and science of reading instructional resources, sequenced, content-
rich curriculum programming, instructional practices, and other resources
that help elementary schools use state-adopted instructional materials to
increase students’ background knowledge and literacy skills, including
student attainment of the state standards Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards for social studies, science, and the arts. The office shall, as part of
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the adoption cycle for English Language Arts instructional materials, assist
in evaluating elementary grades instructional materials submitted for
adoption consideration in order to identify those materials that are closely
aligned to the content and evidence-based strategies identified pursuant to
subsection (8) and incorporate professional development to implement such
strategies.

(8) Work with the Florida Center for Reading Research to identify
scientifically researched and evidence-based reading instructional and
intervention programs grounded in the science of reading which that
incorporate explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to teaching
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and text comprehension
and incorporate decodable or phonetic text instructional strategies. Reading
intervention includes evidence-based strategies frequently used to remedi-
ate reading deficiencies and includes, but is not limited to, individual
instruction, multisensory approaches, tutoring, mentoring, or the use of
technology that targets specific reading skills and abilities. The primary
instructional strategy for teaching word reading is phonics instruction for
decoding and encoding. The identified reading instructional and interven-
tion programs for foundational skills may not include strategies that employ
the three-cueing system model of reading or visual memory as a basis for
teaching word reading. Such programs may include visual information and
strategies that improve background and experiential knowledge, add
context, and increase oral language and vocabulary to support comprehen-
sion, but may not be used to teach word reading.

Section 2. Paragraph (b) of subsection (18) of section 1001.42, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1001.42 Powers and duties of district school board.—The district school
board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and perform all duties
listed below:

(18) IMPLEMENT SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABIL-
ITY.—Maintain a system of school improvement and education account-
ability as provided by statute and State Board of Education rule. This
system of school improvement and education accountability shall be
consistent with, and implemented through, the district’s continuing system
of planning and budgeting required by this section and ss. 1008.385,
1010.01, and 1011.01. This system of school improvement and education
accountability shall comply with the provisions of ss. 1008.33, 1008.34,
1008.345, and 1008.385 and include the following:

(b) Early warning system.—

1. A school that serves any students in kindergarten through grade 8
shall implement an early warning system to identify students in such grades
who need additional support to improve academic performance and stay
engaged in school. The early warning system must include the following
early warning indicators:
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a. Attendance below 90 percent, regardless of whether absence is
excused or a result of out-of-school suspension.

b. One or more suspensions, whether in school or out of school.

c. Course failure in English Language Arts or mathematics during any
grading period.

d. A Level 1 score on the statewide, standardized assessments in English
Language Arts or mathematics. or,

e. For students in kindergarten through grade 3, a substantial reading
deficiency under s. 1008.25(5)(a) or, for students in kindergarten through
grade 4, a substantial mathematics deficiency under s. 1008.25(6)(a).

A school district may identify additional early warning indicators for use in a
school’s early warning system. The systemmust include data on the number
of students identified by the system as exhibiting two or more early warning
indicators, the number of students by grade level who exhibit each early
warning indicator, and a description of all intervention strategies employed
by the school to improve the academic performance of students identified by
the early warning system.

2. A school-based team responsible for implementing the requirements
of this paragraph shall monitor the data from the early warning system. The
team may include a school psychologist. When a student exhibits two or
more early warning indicators, the team, in consultation with the student’s
parent, shall determine appropriate intervention strategies for the student
unless the student is already being served by an intervention program at the
direction of a school-based, multidisciplinary team. Data and information
relating to a student’s early warning indicators must be used to inform any
intervention strategies provided to the student.

Section 3. Subsection (11) of section 1002.20, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public school
students must receive accurate and timely information regarding their
child’s academic progress and must be informed of ways they can help their
child to succeed in school. K-12 students and their parents are afforded
numerous statutory rights including, but not limited to, the following:

(11) STUDENTS WITH READING AND MATHEMATICS DEFICIEN-
CIES.—The parent of any K-3 student who exhibits a substantial reading
deficiency or the characteristics of dyslexia shall be immediately notified of
the student’s deficiency pursuant to s. 1008.25(5) or any K-4 student who
exhibits a substantial deficiency in mathematics or the characteristics of
dyscalculia pursuant to s. 1008.25(6) shall be immediately notified of the
student’s deficiency and shall be consulted in the development of a plan, as
described in s. 1008.25(4)(b).
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Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) and paragraph (a) of subsection
(7) of section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.33 Charter schools.—

(6) APPLICATION PROCESS AND REVIEW.—Charter school applica-
tions are subject to the following requirements:

(a) A person or entity seeking to open a charter school shall prepare and
submit an application on the standard application form prepared by the
Department of Education which:

1. Demonstrates how the school will use the guiding principles and meet
the statutorily defined purpose of a charter school.

2. Provides a detailed curriculum plan that illustrates how students will
be provided services to attain the Sunshine State Standards.

3. Contains goals and objectives for improving student learning and
measuring that improvement. These goals and objectives must indicate how
much academic improvement students are expected to show each year, how
success will be evaluated, and the specific results to be attained through
instruction.

4. Describes the reading curriculum and differentiated strategies that
will be used for students reading at grade level or higher and a separate
curriculum and strategies for students who are reading below grade level.
Reading instructional strategies for foundational skills shall include phonics
instruction for decoding and encoding as the primary instructional strategy
for word reading. Instructional strategies may not employ the three-cueing
system model of reading or visual memory as a basis for teaching word
reading. Such strategies may include visual information and strategies that
improve background and experiential knowledge, add context, and increase
oral language and vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be
used to teach word reading. A sponsor shall deny an application if the school
does not propose a reading curriculum that is consistent with effective
teaching strategies that are grounded in scientifically based reading
research.

5. Contains an annual financial plan for each year requested by the
charter for operation of the school for up to 5 years. This plan must contain
anticipated fund balances based on revenue projections, a spending plan
based on projected revenues and expenses, and a description of controls that
will safeguard finances and projected enrollment trends.

6. Discloses the name of each applicant, governing board member, and
all proposed education services providers; the name and sponsor of any
charter school operated by each applicant, each governing board member,
and each proposed education services provider that has closed and the
reasons for the closure; and the academic and financial history of such
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charter schools, which the sponsor shall consider in deciding whether to
approve or deny the application.

7. Contains additional information a sponsormay require, which shall be
attached as an addendum to the charter school application described in this
paragraph.

8. For the establishment of a virtual charter school, documents that the
applicant has contracted with a provider of virtual instruction services
pursuant to s. 1002.45(1)(d).

9. Describes the mathematics curriculum and differentiated strategies
that will be used for students performing at grade level or higher and a
separate mathematics curriculum and strategies for students who are
performing below grade level.

(7) CHARTER.—The terms and conditions for the operation of a charter
school, including a virtual charter school, shall be set forth by the sponsor
and the applicant in a written contractual agreement, called a charter. The
sponsor and the governing board of the charter school or virtual charter
school shall use the standard charter contract or standard virtual charter
contract, respectively, pursuant to subsection (21), which shall incorporate
the approved application and any addenda approved with the application.
Any term or condition of a proposed charter contract or proposed virtual
charter contract that differs from the standard charter or virtual charter
contract adopted by rule of the State Board of Education shall be presumed a
limitation on charter school flexibility. The sponsor may not impose
unreasonable rules or regulations that violate the intent of giving charter
schools greater flexibility to meet educational goals. The charter shall be
signed by the governing board of the charter school and the sponsor,
following a public hearing to ensure community input.

(a) The charter shall address and criteria for approval of the charter
shall be based on:

1. The school’s mission, the types of students to be served, and, for a
virtual charter school, the types of students the school intends to serve who
reside outside of the sponsoring school district, and the ages and grades to be
included.

2. The focus of the curriculum, the instructional methods to be used, any
distinctive instructional techniques to be employed, and identification and
acquisition of appropriate technologies needed to improve educational and
administrative performance which include a means for promoting safe,
ethical, and appropriate uses of technology which comply with legal and
professional standards.

a. The charter shall ensure that reading is a primary focus of the
curriculum and that resources are provided to identify and provide
specialized instruction for students who are reading below grade level.
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The curriculum and instructional strategies for reading must be consistent
with the state’s academic standards Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards and grounded in scientifically based reading research. Reading
instructional strategies for foundational skills shall include phonics in-
struction for decoding and encoding as the primary instructional strategy for
word reading. Instructional strategies may not employ the three-cueing
system model of reading or visual memory as a basis for teaching word
reading. Such strategies may include visual information and strategies that
improve background and experiential knowledge, add context, and increase
oral language and vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be
used to teach word reading.

b. The charter shall ensure that mathematics is a focus of the curriculum
and that resources are provided to identify and provide specialized
instruction for students who are performing below grade level.

c.b. In order to provide students with access to diverse instructional
delivery models, to facilitate the integration of technology within traditional
classroom instruction, and to provide students with the skills they need to
compete in the 21st century economy, the Legislature encourages instruc-
tional methods for blended learning courses consisting of both traditional
classroom and online instructional techniques. Charter schools may imple-
ment blended learning courses which combine traditional classroom
instruction and virtual instruction. Students in a blended learning course
must be full-time students of the charter school pursuant to s. 1011.61(1)(a)
1. Instructional personnel certified pursuant to s. 1012.55 who provide
virtual instruction for blended learning courses may be employees of the
charter school or may be under contract to provide instructional services to
charter school students. At a minimum, such instructional personnel must
hold an active state or school district adjunct certification under s. 1012.57
for the subject area of the blended learning course. The funding and
performance accountability requirements for blended learning courses are
the same as those for traditional courses.

3. The current incoming baseline standard of student academic achieve-
ment, the outcomes to be achieved, and the method of measurement that will
be used. The criteria listed in this subparagraph shall include a detailed
description of:

a. How the baseline student academic achievement levels and prior rates
of academic progress will be established.

b. How these baseline rates will be compared to rates of academic
progress achieved by these same students while attending the charter
school.

c. To the extent possible, how these rates of progress will be evaluated
and compared with rates of progress of other closely comparable student
populations.
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A district school board is required to provide academic student performance
data to charter schools for each of their students coming from the district
school system, as well as rates of academic progress of comparable student
populations in the district school system.

4. The methods used to identify the educational strengths and needs of
students and howwell educational goals and performance standards aremet
by students attending the charter school. Themethods shall provide ameans
for the charter school to ensure accountability to its constituents by
analyzing student performance data and by evaluating the effectiveness
and efficiency of its major educational programs. Students in charter schools
shall, at a minimum, participate in the statewide assessment program
created under s. 1008.22.

5. In secondary charter schools, a method for determining that a student
has satisfied the requirements for graduation in s. 1002.3105(5), s.
1003.4281, or s. 1003.4282.

6. A method for resolving conflicts between the governing board of the
charter school and the sponsor.

7. The admissions procedures and dismissal procedures, including the
school’s code of student conduct. Admission or dismissal must not be based
on a student’s academic performance.

8. The ways by which the school will achieve a racial/ethnic balance
reflective of the community it serves or within the racial/ethnic range of
other nearby public schools or school districts.

9. The financial and administrative management of the school, including
a reasonable demonstration of the professional experience or competence of
those individuals or organizations applying to operate the charter school or
those hired or retained to perform such professional services and the
description of clearly delineated responsibilities and the policies and
practices needed to effectively manage the charter school. A description of
internal audit procedures and establishment of controls to ensure that
financial resources are properly managed must be included. Both public
sector and private sector professional experience shall be equally valid in
such a consideration.

10. The asset and liability projections required in the application which
are incorporated into the charter and shall be compared with information
provided in the annual report of the charter school.

11. A description of procedures that identify various risks and provide
for a comprehensive approach to reduce the impact of losses; plans to ensure
the safety and security of students and staff; plans to identify, minimize, and
protect others from violent or disruptive student behavior; and the manner
in which the school will be insured, including whether or not the school will
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be required to have liability insurance, and, if so, the terms and conditions
thereof and the amounts of coverage.

12. The term of the charter which shall provide for cancellation of the
charter if insufficient progress has been made in attaining the student
achievement objectives of the charter and if it is not likely that such
objectives can be achieved before expiration of the charter. The initial term
of a charter shall be for 5 years, excluding 2 planning years. In order to
facilitate access to long-term financial resources for charter school con-
struction, charter schools that are operated by a municipality or other public
entity as provided by law are eligible for up to a 15-year charter, subject to
approval by the sponsor. A charter lab school is eligible for a charter for a
term of up to 15 years. In addition, to facilitate access to long-term financial
resources for charter school construction, charter schools that are operated
by a private, not-for-profit, s. 501(c)(3) status corporation are eligible for up
to a 15-year charter, subject to approval by the sponsor. Such long-term
charters remain subject to annual review and may be terminated during the
term of the charter, but only according to the provisions set forth in
subsection (8).

13. The facilities to be used and their location. The sponsor may not
require a charter school to have a certificate of occupancy or a temporary
certificate of occupancy for such a facility earlier than 15 calendar days
before the first day of school.

14. The qualifications to be required of the teachers and the potential
strategies used to recruit, hire, train, and retain qualified staff to achieve
best value.

15. The governance structure of the school, including the status of the
charter school as a public or private employer as required in paragraph
(12)(i).

16. A timetable for implementing the charter which addresses the
implementation of each element thereof and the date by which the charter
shall be awarded in order to meet this timetable.

17. In the case of an existing public school that is being converted to
charter status, alternative arrangements for current students who choose
not to attend the charter school and for current teachers who choose not to
teach in the charter school after conversion in accordance with the existing
collective bargaining agreement or district school board rule in the absence
of a collective bargaining agreement. However, alternative arrangements
shall not be required for current teachers who choose not to teach in a
charter lab school, except as authorized by the employment policies of the
state university which grants the charter to the lab school.

18. Full disclosure of the identity of all relatives employed by the charter
school who are related to the charter school owner, president, chairperson of
the governing board of directors, superintendent, governing board member,

Ch. 2023-108 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2023-108

9
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



principal, assistant principal, or any other person employed by the charter
school who has equivalent decisionmaking authority. For the purpose of this
subparagraph, the term “relative” means father, mother, son, daughter,
brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife,
father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother,
stepsister, half brother, or half sister.

19. Implementation of the activities authorized under s. 1002.331 by the
charter school when it satisfies the eligibility requirements for a high-
performing charter school. A high-performing charter school shall notify its
sponsor in writing by March 1 if it intends to increase enrollment or expand
grade levels the following school year. The written notice shall specify the
amount of the enrollment increase and the grade levels that will be added, as
applicable.

Section 5. Section 1002.411, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.411 New Worlds Reading Scholarship Accounts.—

(1) NEW WORLDS READING SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNTS.—New
Worlds Reading Scholarship Accounts are established to provide educational
options for students.

(2) ELIGIBILITY.—Contingent upon available funds, and on a first-
come, first-served basis, each student who is enrolled in a Florida public
school in kindergarten through grade 5 is eligible for a reading scholarship
account if the student:

(a) Has a substantial reading deficiency or exhibits characteristics of
dyslexia as identified under s. 1008.25(5)(a) or scored below a Level 3 on the
statewide, standardized English Language Arts (ELA) assessment in the
prior school year. An eligible student who is classified as an English
Language Learner and is enrolled in a program or receiving services that are
specifically designed to meet the instructional needs of English Language
Learner students shall receive priority.

(b) Has a substantial deficiency in mathematics or the characteristics of
dyscalculia as identified under s. 1008.25(6)(a) or scored below a Level 3 on
the statewide, standardized Mathematics assessment in the prior school
year.

(3) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PARTICIPA-
TION.—

(a) For an eligible student to receive a reading scholarship account, the
student’s parent must:

1. Submit an application to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization by the deadline established by such organization; and
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2. Submit eligible expenses to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization for reimbursement of qualifying expenditures, which may
include:

a. Instructional materials.

b. Curriculum. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term “curriculum”
means a complete course of study for a particular content area or grade level,
including any required supplemental materials and associated online
instruction.

c. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services provided by a person
who holds a valid Florida educator’s certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a
person who holds a baccalaureate or graduate degree in the subject area, a
person who holds an adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, or a
person who has demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant
to s. 1012.56(5).

d. Fees for summer education programs designed to improve reading, or
literacy, or mathematics skills.

e. Fees for after-school education programs designed to improve reading,
or literacy, or mathematics skills.

A provider of any services receiving payments pursuant to this subpara-
graph may not share any moneys from the reading scholarship with, or
provide a refund or rebate of any moneys from such scholarship to, the
parent or participating student in any manner. A parent, student, or
provider of any services may not bill an insurance company, Medicaid, or any
other agency for the same services that are paid for using reading
scholarship funds.

(b) The parent is responsible for the payment of all eligible expenses in
excess of the amount in the account in accordance with the terms agreed to
between the parent and any providers and may not receive any refund or
rebate of any expenditures made in accordance with paragraph (a).

(4) ADMINISTRATION.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding or-
ganization participating in the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program
established by s. 1002.395 may establish reading scholarship accounts for
eligible students in accordance with the requirements of eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations under this chapter.

(5) DEPARTMENT OBLIGATIONS.—The department shall have the
same duties imposed by this chapter upon the department regarding
oversight of scholarship programs administered by an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization.

(6) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; PARENTAL OPTIONS.—

Ch. 2023-108 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2023-108

11
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



(a) By September 30, the school district shall notify the parent of each
eligible student in kindergarten through grade 5 who has a substantial
reading deficiency identified under s. 1008.25(5)(a) or scored below a level 3
on the statewide, standardized ELA assessment in the prior school year of
the process to request and receive a reading scholarship, subject to available
funds.

(b) A school district may not prohibit instructional personnel from
providing services pursuant to this section on the instructional personnel’s
school campus outside regular work hours, subject to school district policies
for safety and security operations to protect students, instructional
personnel, and educational facilities.

(7) ACCOUNT FUNDING AND PAYMENT.—

(a) The amount of the scholarship for an eligible student shall be as
provided in the General Appropriations Act.

(b) One hundred percent of the funds appropriated for the reading
scholarship accounts shall be released to the department at the beginning of
the first quarter of each fiscal year.

(c) Upon notification from the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization that a student has been determined eligible for a reading
scholarship, the department shall release the student’s scholarship funds to
such organization to be deposited into the student’s account.

(d) Accrued interest in the student’s account is in addition to, and not
part of, the awarded funds. Account funds include both the awarded funds
and accrued interest.

(e) The eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization may develop
a system for payment of scholarship funds by funds transfer, including, but
not limited to, debit cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of
payment that the department deems to be commercially viable or cost-
effective. A student’s scholarship award may not be reduced for debit card or
electronic payment fees. Commodities or services related to the development
of such a system shall be procured by competitive solicitation unless they are
purchased from a state term contract pursuant to s. 287.056.

(f) Payment of the scholarship shall be made by the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization no less frequently than on a quarterly
basis.

(g) Moneys received pursuant to this section do not constitute taxable
income to the qualified student or his or her parent.

(h) A student’s scholarship account must be closed and any remaining
funds shall revert to the state after:
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1. Denial or revocation of scholarship eligibility by the commissioner for
fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to, the student or student’s parent
accepting any payment, refund, or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of
any services received pursuant to subsection (3); or

2. Three consecutive fiscal years in which an account has been inactive.

(8) LIABILITY.—No liability shall arise on the part of the state based on
the award or use of a reading scholarship account.

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 1002.59, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1002.59 Emergent literacy and performance standards training courses.

(1) The department, in collaboration with the Just Read, Florida! Office,
shall adopt minimum standards for courses in emergent literacy for
prekindergarten instructors. Each course must consist of comprise 5 clock
hours and provide instruction in strategies and techniques to address the
age-appropriate progress of prekindergarten students in developing emer-
gent literacy skills, including oral communication, knowledge of print and
letters, phonological and phonemic awareness, and vocabulary and com-
prehension development, and foundational background knowledge designed
to correlate with the content that students will encounter in grades K-12,
consistent with the evidence-based content and strategies grounded in the
science of reading identified pursuant to s. 1001.215(8). The course
standards must be reviewed as part of any review of subject coverage or
endorsement requirements in the elementary, reading, and exceptional
student educational areas conducted pursuant to s. 1012.586. Each course
must also provide resources containing strategies that allow students with
disabilities and other special needs to derive maximum benefit from the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. Successful completion of an
emergent literacy training course approved under this section satisfies
requirements for approved training in early literacy and language develop-
ment under ss. 402.305(2)(e)5., 402.313(6), and 402.3131(5).

Section 7. Section 1002.67, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.67 Performance standards and curricula.—

(1)(a) The department shall develop and adopt performance standards
for students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. The
performance standards must address the age-appropriate progress of
students in the development of:

1. The capabilities, capacities, and skills required under s. 1(b), Art. IX of
the State Constitution;

2. Emergent literacy skills grounded in the science of reading, including
oral communication, knowledge of print and letters, phonemic and phono-
logical awareness, and vocabulary and comprehension development, and
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foundational background knowledge designed to correlate with the content
that students will encounter in grades K-12; and

3. Mathematical thinking and early math skills.

(b) At least every 3 years, the department shall review and, if necessary,
revise the performance standards established under this section and align
the standards to the standards established by the state board for student
performance on the statewide assessments administered pursuant to s.
1008.22.

(2)(a) Each private prekindergarten provider and public school may
select or design the curriculum that the provider or school uses to implement
the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program, except as otherwise
required for a provider or school that fails to meet the minimum change-in-
ability established pursuant to s. 1002.68 is placed on probation under s.
1002.68.

(b) Each private prekindergarten provider’s and public school’s curricu-
lum must be developmentally appropriate and must:

1. Be designed to prepare a student for early literacy and provide for
instruction in early math skills;

2. Develop students’ background knowledge through a content-rich and
sequential knowledge building early literacy curriculum;

3.2. Enhance the age-appropriate progress of students in attaining the
performance standards adopted by the department under subsection (1); and

4.3. Support student learning gains through differentiated instruction
that shall be measured by the coordinated screening and progress monitor-
ing program under s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8).

(c) The department shall adopt procedures for the review and approval of
curricula for use by private prekindergarten providers and public schools
that fail to meet the minimum change-in-ability scores established pursuant
to s. 1002.68 are placed on probation under s. 1002.68. The department shall
administer the review and approval process and maintain a list of the
curricula approved under this paragraph. Each approved curriculum must
meet the requirements of paragraph (b).

Section 8. Paragraphs (g) through (l) of subsection (4) of section
1003.485, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as paragraphs (h) through
(m), respectively, paragraph (g) of subsection (1), subsection (2), paragraph
(c) of subsection (3), present paragraph (g) of subsection (4), and paragraphs
(a) and (h) of subsection (6) are amended, and a new paragraph (g) is added
to subsection (4) and paragraph (i) is added to subsection (6) of that section,
to read:

1003.485 The New Worlds Reading Initiative.—
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(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(g) “Micro-credential” means evidence-based professional development
activities grounded in the science of reading which that are competency-
based, personalized, and on-demand. Educators must demonstrate their
competence via evidence submitted and reviewed by trained evaluators.

(2) NEW WORLDS READING INITIATIVE; PURPOSE.—The purpose
of the NewWorlds Reading Initiative established under the department is to
instill a love of reading by providing high-quality, free books to students in
prekindergarten kindergarten through grade 5 who are reading below grade
level and to improve the literacy skills of students in prekindergarten
kindergarten through grade 12. The New Worlds Reading Initiative shall
consist of:

(a) The program established under this section to provide high-quality,
free books to students.

(b) The New Worlds Reading Scholarship Program under s. 1002.411.

(c) The New Worlds Scholar program under s. 1008.365, which rewards
high school students who instill a love of reading and improve the literacy
skills of students in kindergarten through grade 3.

(d) The micro-credential program established under this section which
emphasizes strong core instruction and a tiered model of reading interven-
tions for struggling readers.

(3) DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITIES.—The department shall:

(c) Beginning September 30, 2022, and annually thereafter, report on its
website the number of students participating in the initiative in each school
district, information from the annual financial report under paragraph (4)(j)
(4)(i), and the academic achievement and learning gains, as applicable, of
participating students based on data provided by school districts as
permitted under s. 1002.22. The department shall establish a date by
which the administrator and each school district must annually provide the
data necessary to complete the report.

(4) ADMINISTRATOR RESPONSIBILITIES.—The administrator
shall:

(g) Develop, in consultation with the Just Read, Florida! Office under s.
1001.215, an online repository of digital science of reading materials and
science of reading instructional resources that is accessible to public school
teachers, school leaders, parents, and educator preparation programs and
associated faculty.

(h)(g) Develop a micro-credential that requires teachers to demonstrate
competency to:
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1. Diagnose literacy difficulties and determine the appropriate range of
literacy interventions based upon the age and literacy deficiency of the
student;

2. Use evidence-based instructional and intervention practices grounded
in the science of reading, including strategies identified by the Just Read,
Florida! Office pursuant to s. 1001.215(8); and

3. Effectively use progress monitoring and intervention materials.

(6) ELIGIBILITY; NOTIFICATION; SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGA-
TIONS.—

(a) A student in prekindergarten kindergarten through grade 5 must be
provided books through the initiative if the student is not yet reading on
grade level, has a substantial reading deficiency identified under s.
1008.25(5)(a) or (b), has a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills
based upon the results of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring
under s. 1008.25(9), or scored below a Level 3 on the preceding year’s
statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment under s.
1008.22.

(h) School districts and partnering nonprofit organizations shall raise
awareness of the initiative, including information on eligibility and video
training modules under paragraph (4)(e), through, at least, the following:

1. The student handbook and the read-at-home plan under s.
1008.25(5)(d) s. 1008.25(5)(c).

2. A parent or curriculum night or separate initiative awareness event at
each elementary school.

3. Partnering with the county library to host awareness events, which
should coincide with other initiatives such as library card drives, family
library nights, summer access events, and other family engagement
programming.

(i) Each school district shall establish a data sharing agreement with the
initiative’s administrator which allows for a streamlined student verifica-
tion and enrollment process.

Section 9. Subsection (4) of section 1003.53, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1003.53 Dropout prevention and academic intervention.—

(4) Each district school board shall establish course standards, as
defined by rule of the State Board of Education, for dropout prevention
and academic intervention programs and procedures for ensuring that
teachers assigned to the dropout prevention and academic intervention
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programs possess the affective, pedagogical, and content-related skills
necessary to meet the needs of these students.

Section 10. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 1004.04, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1004.04 Public accountability and state approval for teacher preparation
programs.—

(2) UNIFORMCORE CURRICULA AND CANDIDATE ASSESSMENT.

(b) The rules to establish uniform core curricula for each state-approved
teacher preparation program must include, but are not limited to, the
following:

1. Candidate instruction and assessment in the Florida Educator
Accomplished Practices across content areas.

2. The use of state-adopted content standards to guide curricula and
instruction.

3. Scientifically researched and evidence-based reading instructional
strategies grounded in the science of reading which that improve reading
performance for all students, including explicit, systematic, and sequential
approaches to teaching phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency,
and text comprehension and multisensory intervention strategies. The
primary instructional strategy for teaching word reading is phonics
instruction for decoding and encoding. Instructional strategies for founda-
tional skills may not employ the three-cueing system model of reading or
visual memory as a basis for teaching word reading. Instructional strategies
may include visual information and strategies that improve background and
experiential knowledge, add context, and increase oral language and
vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be used to teach word
reading.

4. Content literacy and mathematics practices.

5. Strategies appropriate for the instruction of English language
learners.

6. Strategies appropriate for the instruction of students with disabilities.

7. Strategies to differentiate instruction based on student needs.

8. Strategies and practices to support evidence-based content aligned to
state standards and grading practices.

9. Strategies appropriate for the early identification of a student in crisis
or experiencing a mental health challenge and the referral of such student to
a mental health professional for support.
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10. Strategies to support the use of technology in education and distance
learning.

Section 11. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 1004.85, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1004.85 Postsecondary educator preparation institutes.—

(3) Educator preparation institutes approved pursuant to this section
may offer competency-based certification programs specifically designed for
noneducation major baccalaureate degree holders to enable program
participants to meet the educator certification requirements of s. 1012.56.
An educator preparation institute choosing to offer a competency-based
certification program pursuant to the provisions of this section must
implement a program previously approved by the Department of Education
for this purpose or a program developed by the institute and approved by the
department for this purpose. Approved programs shall be available for use
by other approved educator preparation institutes.

(a) Within 90 days after receipt of a request for approval, the Depart-
ment of Education shall approve a preparation program pursuant to the
requirements of this subsection or issue a statement of the deficiencies in the
request for approval. The department shall approve a certification program
if the institute provides evidence of the institute’s capacity to implement a
competency-based program that includes each of the following:

1.a. Participant instruction and assessment in the Florida Educator
Accomplished Practices across content areas.

b. The use of state-adopted student content standards to guide curricu-
lum and instruction.

c. Scientifically researched and evidence-based reading instructional
strategies grounded in the science of reading which that improve reading
performance for all students, including explicit, systematic, and sequential
approaches to teaching phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency,
and text comprehension and multisensory intervention strategies. The
primary instructional strategy for teaching word reading is phonics
instruction for decoding and encoding. Instructional strategies for founda-
tional skills may not employ the three-cueing system model of reading or
visual memory as a basis for teaching word reading. Instructional strategies
may include visual information and strategies which improve background
and experiential knowledge, add context, and increase oral language and
vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be used to teach word
reading.

d. Content literacy and mathematical practices.

e. Strategies appropriate for instruction of English language learners.

f. Strategies appropriate for instruction of students with disabilities.
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g. Strategies to differentiate instruction based on student needs.

h. Strategies and practices to support evidence-based content aligned to
state standards and grading practices.

i. Strategies appropriate for the early identification of a student in crisis
or experiencing a mental health challenge and the referral of such student to
a mental health professional for support.

j. Strategies to support the use of technology in education and distance
learning.

2. An educational plan for each participant to meet certification
requirements and demonstrate his or her ability to teach the subject area
for which the participant is seeking certification, which is based on an
assessment of his or her competency in the areas listed in subparagraph 1.

3. Field experiences appropriate to the certification subject area spec-
ified in the educational plan with a diverse population of students in a
variety of challenging environments, including, but not limited to, high-
poverty schools, urban schools, and rural schools, under the supervision of
qualified educators. The state board shall determine in rule the amount of
field experience necessary to serve as the teacher of record, beginning with
candidates entering a program in the 2023-2024 school year.

4. A certification ombudsman to facilitate the process and procedures
required for participants who complete the program to meet any require-
ments related to the background screening pursuant to s. 1012.32 and
educator professional or temporary certification pursuant to s. 1012.56.

Section 12. Paragraph (i) is added to subsection (1) of section 1004.86,
Florida Statutes, to read:

1004.86 Florida Center for Mathematics and Science Education Re-
search.—

(1) The Department of Education shall contract with a competitively
selected public or private university to create and operate the Florida Center
for Mathematics and Science Education Research. The purpose of the center
is increasing student achievement in mathematics and science, with an
emphasis on K-12 education. The center shall:

(i) By December 1, 2023, in collaboration with the department, provide
recommendations to the Legislature for preparing teacher candidates and
identifying mathematics training and professional learning opportunities
for teachers in kindergarten through grade 4 and administrators who
support teachers in the classroom.

Section 13. Subsection (4) of section 1006.283, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
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1006.283 District school board instructional materials review process.

(4) Instructional materials that have been reviewed by the district
instructional materials reviewers and approved must have been determined
to align with all applicable state standards pursuant to s. 1003.41 and the
requirements in s. 1006.31. If such instructional materials are for founda-
tional reading skills, the materials shall be based on the science of reading
and include phonics instruction for decoding and encoding as the primary
instructional strategy for word reading. Instructional strategies within such
instructional materials may not employ the three-cueing system model of
reading or visual memory as a basis for teaching word reading. The
instructional strategies within such instructional materials may include
visual information and strategies which improve background and experi-
ential knowledge, add context, and increase oral language and vocabulary to
support comprehension, but may not be used to teach word reading. The
district school superintendent shall annually certify to the department that
all instructional materials for core courses used by the district are aligned
with all applicable state standards and have been reviewed, selected, and
adopted by the district school board in accordance with the school board
hearing and public meeting requirements of this section.

Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 1006.31, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1006.31 Duties of the Department of Education and school district
instructional materials reviewer.—The duties of the instructional materials
reviewer are:

(2) EVALUATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS.—To use the
selection criteria listed in s. 1006.34(2)(b) and recommend for adoption only
those instructional materials aligned with the Next Generation Sunshine
state standards provided for in s. 1003.41. Instructional materials recom-
mended by each reviewer shall be, to the satisfaction of each reviewer,
accurate, objective, balanced, noninflammatory, current, free of pornogra-
phy and material prohibited under s. 847.012, and suited to student needs
and their ability to comprehend the material presented. Reviewers shall
consider for recommendation materials developed for academically talented
students, such as students enrolled in advanced placement courses. When
recommending instructional materials, each reviewer shall:

(a) Include only instructional materials that accurately portray the
ethnic, socioeconomic, cultural, religious, physical, and racial diversity of
our society, including men and women in professional, career, and executive
roles, and the role and contributions of the entrepreneur and labor in the
total development of this state and the United States.

(b) Include only materials that accurately portray, whenever appro-
priate, humankind’s place in ecological systems, including the necessity for
the protection of our environment and conservation of our natural resources
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and the effects on the human system of the use of tobacco, alcohol, controlled
substances, and other dangerous substances.

(c) Include materials that encourage thrift, fire prevention, and humane
treatment of people and animals.

(d) Require, when appropriate to the comprehension of students, that
materials for social science, history, or civics classes contain the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution of the United States. A reviewer may
not recommend any instructional materials that contain any matter
reflecting unfairly upon persons because of their race, color, creed, national
origin, ancestry, gender, religion, disability, socioeconomic status, or
occupation or otherwise contradict the principles enumerated under s.
1003.42(3).

(e) When such instructional materials are for foundational reading
skills, include only materials that are based on the science of reading and
include phonics instruction for decoding and encoding as the primary
instructional strategy for word reading. Instructional strategies within such
materials may not employ the three-cueing system model of reading or
visual memory as a basis for teaching word reading. Instructional strategies
within such materials may include visual information and strategies which
improve background and experiential knowledge, add context, and increase
oral language and vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be
used to teach word reading.

Section 15. Subsections (6) through (10) of section 1008.25, Florida
Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (7) through (11), respectively,
subsections (3), (4), and (5) and present subsections (7), (8), and (9) are
amended, and a new subsection (6) is added to that section to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; student support; coordinated
screening and progress monitoring; reporting requirements.—

(3) ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES.—District school boards shall
allocate remedial and supplemental instruction resources to students in
the following priority:

(a) Students in kindergarten through grade 3 who have a substantial
deficiency in reading or the characteristics of dyslexia as determined in
paragraph (5)(a).

(b) Students in kindergarten through grade 4 who have a substantial
deficiency inmathematics or the characteristics of dyscalculia as determined
in paragraph (6)(a).

(c)(b) Students who fail to meet performance levels required for promo-
tion consistent with the district school board’s plan for student progression
required in subsection (2).

(4) ASSESSMENT AND SUPPORT.—
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(a) Each student must participate in the statewide, standardized
assessment program required under s. 1008.22 and the coordinated screen-
ing and progress monitoring system required under subsection (9) (8). Each
student who does not achieve a Level 3 or above on the statewide,
standardized English Language Arts assessment; the statewide, standard-
ized Mathematics assessment; or the Algebra I EOC assessment must be
evaluated to determine the nature of the student’s difficulty, the areas of
academic need, and strategies for providing academic supports to improve
the student’s performance.

(b) A student who is not meeting the school district or state requirements
for satisfactory performance in English Language Arts and mathematics
must be covered by one of the following plans:

1. A federally required student plan such as an individual education
plan;

2. A schoolwide system of progress monitoring for all students, except a
student who scores Level 4 or above on the English Language Arts and
Mathematics assessments may be exempted from participation by the
principal; or

3. An individualized progress monitoring plan.

(c) A student who has a substantial reading deficiency as determined in
paragraph (5)(a) or a substantial mathematics deficiency as determined in
paragraph (6)(a) must be covered by a federally required student plan, such
as an individual education plan or an individualized progress monitoring
plan, or both, as necessary. The individualized progress monitoring plan
shall include, at a minimum:

1. The student’s specific, identified reading or mathematics skill
deficiency.

2. Goals and benchmarks for student growth in reading or mathematics.

3. A description of the specific measures that will be used to evaluate and
monitor the student’s reading or mathematics progress.

4. For a substantial reading deficiency, the specific evidence-based
literacy instruction grounded in the science of reading which the student
will receive.

5. Strategies, resources, and materials that will be provided to the
student’s parent to support the student to make reading or mathematics
progress.

6. Any additional services the student’s teacher deems available and
appropriate to accelerate the student’s reading or mathematics skill
development.
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(5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—

(a) Any student in kindergarten through grade 3 who exhibits a
substantial deficiency in reading or the characteristics of dyslexia based
upon screening, diagnostic, progress monitoring, or assessment data;
statewide assessments; or teacher observations must be provided intensive,
explicit, systematic, and multisensory reading interventions immediately
following the identification of the reading deficiency or the characteristics of
dyslexia to address his or her specific deficiency or dyslexia.

1. The department shall provide a list of state examined and approved
comprehensive reading and intervention programs. The intervention
programs shall be provided in addition to the comprehensive core reading
instruction that is provided to all students in the general education
classroom. Dyslexia-specific interventions, as defined by rule of the State
Board of Education, shall be provided to students who have the character-
istics of dyslexia. The reading intervention programs must do all of the
following:

a. Provide explicit, direct instruction that is systematic, sequential, and
cumulative in language development, phonological awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension, as applicable.

b. Provide daily targeted small group reading interventions based on
student need in phonological awareness, phonics including decoding and
encoding, sight words, vocabulary, or comprehension.

c. Be implemented during regular school hours.

2. A school may not wait for a student to receive a failing grade at the end
of a grading period or wait until a plan under paragraph (4)(b) is developed to
identify the student as having a substantial reading deficiency and initiate
intensive reading interventions. In addition, a school may not wait until an
evaluation conducted pursuant to s. 1003.57 is completed to provide
appropriate, evidence-based interventions for a student whose parent
submits documentation from a professional licensed under chapter 490
which demonstrates that the student has been diagnosed with dyslexia.
Such interventions must be initiated upon receipt of the documentation and
based on the student’s specific areas of difficulty as identified by the licensed
professional.

3. A student’s reading proficiency must be monitored and the intensive
interventions must continue until the student demonstrates grade level
proficiency in a manner determined by the district, which may include
achieving a Level 3 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts
assessment. The State Board of Education shall identify by rule guidelines
for determining whether a student in kindergarten through grade 3 has a
substantial deficiency in reading.
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(b) A Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program student who
exhibits a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills in accordance with
the standards under s. 1002.67(1)(a) and based upon the results of the
administration of the final coordinated screening and progress monitoring
under subsection (9) (8) shall be referred to the local school district and may
be eligible to receive intensive reading interventions before participating in
kindergarten. Such intensive reading interventions shall be paid for using
funds from the district’s evidence-based reading instruction allocation in
accordance with s. 1011.62(8).

(c) To be promoted to grade 4, a student must score a Level 2 or higher on
the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment required
under s. 1008.22 for grade 3. If a student’s reading deficiency is not remedied
by the end of grade 3, as demonstrated by scoring Level 2 or higher on the
statewide, standardized assessment required under s. 1008.22 for grade 3,
the student must be retained.

(d) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in
reading, as described in paragraph (a), must be notified in writing of the
following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial
deficiency in reading, including a description and explanation, in terms
understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of the student’s difficulty
in learning and lack of achievement in reading.

2. A description of the current services that are provided to the child.

3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions and supports
that will be provided to the child that are designed to remediate the
identified area of reading deficiency.

4. That if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of
grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or she is exempt from
mandatory retention for good cause.

5. Strategies, including multisensory strategies and programming,
through a read-at-home plan the parent can use in helping his or her
child succeed in reading. The read-at-home plan must provide access to the
resources identified in paragraph (f) (e).

6. That the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment
is not the sole determiner of promotion and that additional evaluations,
portfolio reviews, and assessments are available to the child to assist
parents and the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above
grade level and ready for grade promotion.

7. The district’s specific criteria and policies for a portfolio as provided in
subparagraph (7)(b)4. (6)(b)4. and the evidence required for a student to
demonstrate mastery of Florida’s academic standards for English Language
Arts. A school must immediately begin collecting evidence for a portfolio
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when a student in grade 3 is identified as being at risk of retention or upon
the request of the parent, whichever occurs first.

8. The district’s specific criteria and policies for midyear promotion.
Midyear promotion means promotion of a retained student at any time
during the year of retention once the student has demonstrated ability to
read at grade level.

9. Information about the student’s eligibility for the New Worlds
Reading Initiative under s. 1003.485 and the New Worlds Scholarship
Accounts under s. 1002.411 and information on parent training modules and
other reading engagement resources available through the initiative.

After initial notification, the school shall apprise the parent at least monthly
of the student’s progress in response to the intensive interventions and
supports. Such communications must be in writing and must explain any
additional interventions or supports that will be implemented to accelerate
the student’s progress if the interventions and supports already being
implemented have not resulted in improvement.

(e) The Department of Education shall compile resources that each
school district must incorporate into a read-at-home plan provided to the
parent of a student who is identified as having a substantial reading
deficiency pursuant to paragraph (d). The resources must be made available
in an electronic format that is accessible online and must include the
following:

1. Developmentally appropriate, evidence-based strategies and pro-
gramming, including links to video training modules and opportunities to
sign up for at-home reading tips delivered periodically via text and e-mail,
which a parent can use to help improve his or her child’s literacy skills.

2. An overview of the types of assessments used to identify reading
deficiencies and what those assessments measure or do not measure, the
frequency with which the assessments are administered, and the require-
ments for interventions and supports that districts must provide to students
who do not make adequate academic progress.

3. An overview of the process for initiating and conducting evaluations
for exceptional education eligibility. The overview must include an explana-
tion that a diagnosis of a medical condition alone is not sufficient to establish
exceptional education eligibility but may be used to document how that
condition relates to the student’s eligibility determination and may be
disclosed in an eligible student’s individual education plan when necessary
to inform school personnel responsible for implementing the plan.

4. Characteristics of conditions associated with learning disorders,
including dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyscalculia, and developmental aphasia.

5. A list of resources that support informed parent involvement in
decisionmaking processes for students who have difficulty in learning.
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Upon the request of a parent, resources meeting the requirements of this
paragraph must be provided to the parent in a hardcopy format.

(6) MATHEMATICS DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICA-
TION.—

(a) Any student in kindergarten through grade 4 who exhibits a
substantial deficiency in mathematics or the characteristics of dyscalculia
based upon screening, diagnostic, progress monitoring, or assessment data;
statewide assessments; or teacher observations must:

1. Immediately following the identification of the mathematics defi-
ciency, be provided systematic and explicit mathematics instruction to
address his or her specific deficiencies through either:

a. Daily targeted small group mathematics intervention based on
student need; or

b. Supplemental, evidence-based mathematics interventions before or
after school, or both, delivered by a highly qualified teacher of mathematics
or a trained tutor.

2. The performance of a student receiving mathematics instruction
under subparagraph 1. must be monitored and instruction must be adjusted
based on the student’s need.

3. The department shall provide a list of state examined and approved
mathematics intervention programs, curricula, and high-quality supple-
mental materials that may be used to improve a student’s mathematics
deficiencies. In addition, the department shall work, at a minimum, with the
Florida Center for Mathematics and Science Education Research estab-
lished in s. 1004.86 to disseminate information to school districts and
teachers on effective evidence-based explicit mathematics instructional
practices, strategies, and interventions.

4. A school may not wait for a student to receive a failing grade at the end
of a grading period or wait until a plan under paragraph (4)(b) is developed to
identify the student as having a substantial mathematics deficiency and
initiate intensive mathematics interventions. In addition, a school may not
wait until an evaluation conducted pursuant to s. 1003.57 is completed to
provide appropriate, evidence-based interventions for a student whose
parent submits documentation from a professional licensed under chapter
490 which demonstrates that the student has been diagnosed with
dyscalculia. Such interventions must be initiated upon receipt of the
documentation and based on the student’s specific areas of difficulty as
identified by the licensed professional.

5. The mathematics proficiency of a student receiving additional
mathematics supports must be monitored and the intensive interventions
must continue until the student demonstrates grade level proficiency in a
manner determined by the district, whichmay include achieving a Level 3 on

Ch. 2023-108 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2023-108

26
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.



the statewide, standardized Mathematics assessment. The State Board of
Education shall identify by rule guidelines for determining whether a
student in kindergarten through grade 4 has a substantial deficiency in
mathematics.

(b) A Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program student who
exhibits a substantial deficiency in early math skills based upon the results
of the administration of the final coordinated screening and progress
monitoring under subsection (8) shall be referred to the local school district
and may be eligible to receive intensive mathematics interventions before
participating in kindergarten.

(c) The parent of a student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in
mathematics, as described in paragraph (a), must be notified in writing of
the following:

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial
deficiency in mathematics, including a description and explanation, in terms
understandable to the parent, of the exact nature of the student’s difficulty
in learning and lack of achievement in mathematics.

2. A description of the current services that are provided to the child.

3. A description of the proposed intensive interventions and supports
that will be provided to the child that are designed to remediate the
identified area of mathematics deficiency.

4. Strategies, including multisensory strategies and programming,
through a home-based plan the parent can use in helping his or her child
succeed in mathematics. The home-based plan must provide access to the
resources identified in paragraph (e).

After the initial notification, the school shall apprise the parent at least
monthly of the student’s progress in response to the intensive interventions
and supports. Such communications must be in writing and must explain
any additional interventions or supports that will be implemented to
accelerate the student’s progress if the interventions and supports already
being implemented have not resulted in improvement.

(d) The Department of Education, in collaboration with the Florida
Center for Mathematics and Science Education Research established in s.
1004.86, shall compile resources that each school district must incorporate
into a home-based plan provided to the parent of a student who is identified
as having a substantial mathematics deficiency pursuant to paragraph (a).
The resources must be made available in an electronic format that is
accessible online and must include the following:

1. Developmentally appropriate, evidence-based strategies and pro-
gramming, including links to video training modules and opportunities to
sign up for family-guided homemathematics activities delivered periodically
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via text and e-mail, which a parent can use to help improve his or her child’s
mathematics skills.

2. An overview of the types of assessments used to identify mathematics
deficiencies and what those assessments measure or do not measure, the
frequency with which the assessments are administered, and the require-
ments for interventions and supports that districts must provide to a student
who does not make adequate academic progress.

3. An overview of the process for initiating and conducting evaluations
for exceptional education eligibility. The overview must include an explana-
tion that a diagnosis of a medical condition alone is not sufficient to establish
exceptional education eligibility but may be used to document how that
condition relates to the student’s eligibility determination and may be
disclosed in an eligible student’s individual education plan when necessary
to inform school personnel responsible for implementing the plan.

4. Characteristics of conditions associated with learning disorders,
including dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyscalculia, and developmental aphasia.

5. A list of resources that support informed parent involvement in
decisionmaking processes for a student who has difficulty in learning.

Upon the request of a parent, resources meeting the requirements of this
paragraph must be provided to the parent in a hardcopy format.

(8)(7) SUCCESSFUL PROGRESSION FOR RETAINED THIRD
GRADE STUDENTS.—

(a) Students retained under paragraph (5)(c) must be provided intensive
interventions in reading to ameliorate the student’s specific reading
deficiency and prepare the student for promotion to the next grade. These
interventions must include:

1. Evidence-based, explicit, systematic, and multisensory reading in-
struction grounded in the science of reading, in phonemic awareness,
phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension and other strategies
prescribed by the school district.

2. Participation in the school district’s summer reading camp, which
must incorporate the instructional and intervention strategies under
subparagraph 1. that place rigor and grade-level learning at the forefront.

3. A minimum of 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted reading instruction
incorporating the instructional and intervention strategies under subpar-
agraph 1. This instruction may include:

a. Coordinated integration of content-rich texts in science and civic
literacy within the 90-minute block.

b. Targeted small group instruction.
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c. Explicit and systematic instruction with more detailed explanations,
more extensive opportunities for guided practice, and more opportunities for
error correction and feedback.

d.c. Reduced teacher-student ratios.

e.d. More frequent progress monitoring of the reading skills of each
student throughout the school year and the adjustment of instruction
according to student need.

f.e. Tutoring or mentoring.

g.f. Transition classes containing 3rd and 4th grade students.

h.g. Extended school day, week, or year.

i. Before school or after school, or both, supplemental evidence-based
reading interventions grounded in the science of reading delivered by a
teacher who is certified or endorsed in reading and is rated highly effective
as determined by the teacher’s performance evaluation under s. 1012.34.

The primary instructional strategy for teaching word reading is phonics
instruction for decoding and encoding. Instructional strategies may not
employ the three-cueing system model of reading or visual memory as a
basis for teaching word reading. Such instruction may include visual
information and strategies which improve background and experiential
knowledge, add context, and increase oral language and vocabulary to
support comprehension, but may not be used to teach word reading.

(b) Each school district shall:

1. Provide written notification to the parent of a student who is retained
under paragraph (5)(c) that his or her child has not met the achievement
level required for promotion and the reasons the child is not eligible for a
good cause exemption as provided in paragraph (7)(b) (6)(b). The notification
must comply with paragraph (5)(d) and must include a description of
proposed interventions and supports that will be provided to the child to
remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency.

2. Implement a policy for the midyear promotion of a student retained
under paragraph (5)(c) who can demonstrate that he or she is a successful
and independent reader and performing at or above grade level in reading
or, upon implementation of English Language Arts assessments, performing
at or above grade level in English Language Arts. Tools that school districts
may use in reevaluating a student retained may include subsequent
assessments, alternative assessments, and portfolio reviews, in accordance
with rules of the State Board of Education. Students promoted during the
school year after November 1 must demonstrate achievement levels in
reading equivalent to the level necessary for the beginning of grade 4. The
rules adopted by the State Board of Education must include standards that
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provide a reasonable expectation that the student’s progress is sufficient to
master appropriate grade 4 level reading skills.

3. Provide students who are retained under paragraph (5)(c), including
students participating in the school district’s summer reading camp under
subparagraph (a)2., with a teacher who is certified or endorsed in reading
and is rated highly effective as determined by the teacher’s performance
evaluation under s. 1012.34.

4. Establish at each school, when applicable, an intensive reading
acceleration course for any student retained in grade 3 who was previously
retained in kindergarten, grade 1, or grade 2. The intensive reading
acceleration course must provide the following:

a. Uninterrupted reading instruction grounded in the science of reading
for themajority of student contact time each day and opportunities to master
the grade 4 state academic standards in other core subject areas through
content-rich texts.

b. Explicit and systematic instruction with more detailed explanations,
more extensive opportunities for guided practice, and more opportunities for
error correction and feedback.

c.b. Targeted small group instruction.

d.c. Reduced teacher-student ratios.

e.d. The use of explicit, systematic, and multisensory reading interven-
tions grounded in the science of reading, including intensive language,
phonics, and vocabulary instruction, and use of a speech-language therapist
if necessary, that have proven results in accelerating student reading
achievement within the same school year.

f.e. A read-at-home plan.

(9)(8) COORDINATED SCREENING AND PROGRESS MONITORING
SYSTEM.—

(a) The Department of Education, in collaboration with the Office of
Early Learning, shall procure and require the use of a statewide,
standardized coordinated screening and progress monitoring system for
the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program and public schools. The
system must:

1. Measure student progress in meeting the appropriate expectations in
early literacy and mathematics skills and in English Language Arts and
mathematics standards as required by ss. 1002.67(1)(a) and 1003.41 and
identify the educational strengths and needs of students.

2. For students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
through grade 3, measure student performance in oral language
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development, phonological and phonemic awareness, knowledge of print and
letters, decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension, as applicable by
grade level, and, at a minimum, provide interval level and norm-referenced
data that measures equivalent levels of growth.

3. Be a valid, reliable, and developmentally appropriate computer-based
direct instrument that provides screening and diagnostic capabilities for
monitoring student progress; identifies students who have a substantial
deficiency in reading or mathematics, including identifying students with
characteristics of dyslexia, dyscalculia, and other learning disorders; and
informs instruction. Any student identified by the system as having
characteristics of dyslexia or dyscalculia shall undergo further screening.
Beginning with the 2023-2024 school year, the coordinated screening and
progress monitoring system must be computer-adaptive.

4. Provide data for Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
accountability as required under s. 1002.68.

5. Provide Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program providers,
school districts, schools, teachers, and parents with data and resources that
enhance differentiated instruction and parent communication.

6. Provide baseline data to the department of each student’s readiness
for kindergarten. The determination of kindergarten readiness must be
based on the results of each student’s initial progress monitoring assessment
in kindergarten. The methodology for determining a student’s readiness for
kindergarten must be developed by the department and aligned to the
methodology adopted pursuant to s. 1002.68(4).

7. Assess how well educational goals and curricular standards are met at
the provider, school, district, and state levels and provide information to the
department to aid in the development of educational programs, policies, and
supports for providers, districts, and schools.

(b) Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, private Voluntary Pre-
kindergarten Education Program providers and public schools must
participate in the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system
pursuant to this paragraph.

1. For students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
through grade 2, the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system
must be administered at least three times within a program year or school
year, as applicable, with the first administration occurring no later than the
first 30 instructional days after a student’s enrollment or the start of the
program year or school year, the second administration occurring midyear,
and the third administration occurring within the last 30 days of the
program or school year pursuant to state board rule. The state board may
adopt alternate timeframes to address nontraditional school year calendars
or summer programs to ensure the coordinated screening and progress
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monitoring program is administered a minimum of three times within a year
or program.

2. For grades 3 through 10 English Language Arts and grades 3 through
8 Mathematics, the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system
must be administered at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year
pursuant to state board rule. The end-of-year administration of the
coordinated screening and progress monitoring system must be a compre-
hensive progress monitoring assessment administered in accordance with
the scheduling requirements under s. 1008.22(7)(c).

(c) To facilitate timely interventions and supports pursuant to subsec-
tion (4), the system must provide results from the first two administrations
of the progress monitoring to a student’s teacher within 1 week and to the
student’s parent within 2 weeks of the administration of the progress
monitoring. Delivery of results from the comprehensive, end-of-year
progress monitoring ELA assessment for grades 3 through 10 and Mathe-
matics assessment for grades 3 through 8 must be in accordance with s.
1008.22(7)(h).

1. A student’s results from the coordinated screening and progress
monitoring system must be recorded in a written, easy-to-comprehend
individual student report. Each school district shall provide a parent secure
access to his or her child’s individual student reports through a web-based
portal as part of its student information system. Each early learning
coalition shall provide parents the individual student report in a format
determined by state board rule.

2. In addition to the information under subparagraph (a)5., the report
must also include parent resources that explain the purpose of progress
monitoring, assist the parent in interpreting progress monitoring results,
and support informed parent involvement. Parent resources may include
personalized video formats.

3. The department shall annually update school districts and early
learning coalitions on new system features and functionality and collabora-
tively identify with school districts and early learning coalitions strategies
for meaningfully reporting to parents results from the coordinated screening
and progress monitoring system. The department shall develop ways to
increase the utilization, by instructional staff and parents, of student
assessment data and resources.

4. An individual student report must be provided in a printed format
upon a parent’s request.

(d) Screening and progress monitoring system results, including the
number of students who demonstrate characteristics of dyslexia and
dyscalculia, shall be reported to the department pursuant to state board
rule and maintained in the department’s Education Data Warehouse.
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Results must be provided to a student’s teacher and parent in a timely
manner as required in s. 1008.22(7)(g).

(e) The department, in collaboration with the Office of Early Learning,
shall provide training and support for effective implementation of the
screening and progress monitoring system.

(10)(9) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(a) In addition to the requirements in paragraph (5)(c), each district
school board must annually report to the parent of each student the progress
of the student toward achieving state and district expectations for
proficiency in English Language Arts, science, social studies, and mathe-
matics. The district school board must report to the parent the student’s
results on each statewide, standardized assessment and the coordinated
screening and progress monitoring system under subsection (9) (8). The
evaluation of each student’s progress must be based upon the student’s
classroom work, observations, tests, district and state assessments, re-
sponse to intensive interventions provided under paragraph (5)(a), and other
relevant information. Progress reporting must be provided to the parent in
writing in a format adopted by the district school board and must be
accessible through secure, web-based options.

(b) Each district school board must annually publish on the district
website the following information on the prior school year:

1. The provisions of this section relating to public school student
progression and the district school board’s policies and procedures on
student retention and promotion.

2. By grade, the number and percentage of all students in grades 3
through 10 performing at Levels 1 and 2 on the statewide, standardized
English Language Arts assessment.

3. By grade, the number and percentage of all students retained in
kindergarten through grade 10.

4. Information on the total number of students who were promoted for
good cause, by each category of good cause as specified in paragraph (7)(b)
(6)(b).

5. Any revisions to the district school board’s policies and procedures on
student retention and promotion from the prior year.

Section 16. Subsections (3), (4), and (8) of section 1008.365, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.365 Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic Excellence Act.

(3) The department shall establish at least 20 literacy support regions
and regional support teams, at the direction of a regional literacy support
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director appointed by the Commissioner of Education, to assist schools with
improving low reading scores as provided in this section.

(a) A regional literacy support director must successfully demonstrate
competence on the evidence-based strategies identified pursuant to s.
1001.215(8) and have the experience and credentials necessary, as deter-
mined by the department, to:

1. Effectively monitor student reading growth and achievement data;

2. Oversee districtwide and schoolwide professional development and
planning to establish evidence-based practices grounded in the science of
reading among school administrators and instructional personnel;

3. Evaluate implementation of evidence-based practices grounded in the
science of reading; and

4. Manage a regional support team.

(b) A regional support team shall report to its regional literacy support
director and must consist of individuals who:

1. Successfully demonstrate competence on the evidence-based strate-
gies identified pursuant to s. 1001.215(8);

2. Have substantial experience in literacy coaching and monitoring
student progress data in reading; and

3. Have received training necessary to assist with the delivery of
professional development and site-based supports, including modeling
evidence-based practices grounded in the science of reading and providing
feedback to instructional personnel.

(4) The department may establish criteria to identify schools that must
receive supports from a regional support team. However, regardless of its
school grade designated pursuant to s. 1008.34, a school serving students in
kindergarten through grade 5 must be identified for supports if 50 percent of
its students who take the statewide, standardized English Language Arts
assessment score below a Level 3 for any grade level, or, for students in
kindergarten through grade 3, progress monitoring data collected pursuant
to s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8) shows that 50 percent or more of the students
are not on track to pass the statewide, standardized grade 3 English
Language Arts assessment. A school identified for supports under this
section must implement a school improvement plan pursuant to s.
1001.42(18), or, if the school is already implementing a school improvement
plan, the plan must be amended to explicitly address strategies for
improving reading performance consistent with this section.

(8) As part of the RAISE Program, the department shall establish a
tutoring program and develop training in effective reading tutoring practices
and content, based on evidence-based practices grounded in the science of
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reading and aligned to the English Language Arts standards under s.
1003.41, which prepares eligible high school students to tutor students in
kindergarten through grade 3 in schools identified under this section,
instilling in those students a love of reading and improving their literacy
skills.

(a) To be eligible to participate in the tutoring program, a high school
student must be a rising junior or senior who has a cumulative grade point
average of 3.0 or higher, has no history of out-of-school suspensions or
expulsions, is on track to complete all core course requirements to graduate,
and has written recommendations from at least two of his or her present or
former high school teachers of record or extracurricular activity sponsors.

(b) School districts that wish to participate in the tutoring programmust
recruit, train, and deploy eligible high school students using the materials
developed under this section. Tutoring must occur during the school day on
school district property in the presence and under the supervision of
instructional personnel who are school district employees. A parent must
give written permission for his or her child to receive tutoring through the
program.

(c) Tutoringmay be part of a service-learning course adopted pursuant to
s. 1003.497. Students may earn up to three elective credits for high school
graduation based on the verified number of hours the student spends
tutoring under the program. The hours of volunteer service must be
documented in writing, and the document must be signed by the student,
the student’s parent or guardian, and an administrator or designee of the
school in which the tutoring occurred. The hours that a high school student
devotes to tutoring may be counted toward meeting community service
requirements for high school graduation and community service require-
ments for participation in the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
as provided in s. 1003.497(3)(b). The department shall designate a high
school student who provides at least 75 verified hours of tutoring under the
program as a New Worlds Scholar and award the student with a pin
indicating such designation.

Section 17. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) and paragraphs (d) and (e) of
subsection (8) of section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual allocation from
the Florida Education Finance Program to each district for operation of
schools is not determined in the annual appropriations act or the substantive
bill implementing the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
follows:

(1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED
FOR OPERATION.—The following procedure shall be followed in determin-
ing the annual allocation to each district for operation:

(f) Supplemental academic instruction allocation.—
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1. There is created the supplemental academic instruction allocation to
provide supplemental academic instruction to students in kindergarten
through grade 12.

2. The supplemental academic instruction allocation shall be provided
annually in the Florida Education Finance Program as specified in the
General Appropriations Act. These funds are in addition to the funds
appropriated on the basis of FTE student membership in the Florida
Education Finance Program and shall be included in the total potential
funds of each district. Beginning with the 2018-2019 fiscal year, each school
district that has a school earning a grade of “D” or “F” pursuant to s. 1008.34
must use that school’s portion of the supplemental academic instruction
allocation to implement intervention and support strategies for school
improvement pursuant to s. 1008.33 and for salary incentives pursuant to s.
1012.2315(3) or salary supplements pursuant to s. 1012.22(1)(c)5.c. that are
provided through a memorandum of understanding between the collective
bargaining agent and the school board that addresses the selection,
placement, and expectations of instructional personnel and school admin-
istrators. For all other schools, the school district’s use of the supplemental
academic instruction allocation may include, but is not limited to, the use of
a modified curriculum; reading instruction; before-school and after-school
instruction; tutoring; mentoring; evidence-based mathematics interventions
extending beyond the school day; a reduction in class size; extended school
year; intensive skills development in summer school that places rigor and
grade-level learning at the forefront; dropout prevention programs as
defined in ss. 1003.52 and 1003.53(1)(a), (b), and (c); and other methods of
improving student achievement. Supplemental academic instruction may be
provided to a student in any manner and at any time during or beyond the
regular 180-day term identified by the school as being the most effective and
efficient way to best help that student progress from grade to grade and to
graduate.

3. The supplemental academic instruction allocation shall consist of a
base amount that has a workload adjustment based on changes in
unweighted FTE. The supplemental academic instruction allocation shall
be recalculated during the fiscal year. Upon recalculation of funding for the
supplemental academic instruction allocation, if the total allocation is
greater than the amount provided in the General Appropriations Act, the
allocation shall be prorated to the level provided to support the appropria-
tion, based on each district’s share of the total.

4. Funding on the basis of FTE membership beyond the 180-day regular
term shall be provided in the FEFP only for students enrolled in juvenile
justice education programs or in education programs for juveniles placed in
secure facilities or programs under s. 985.19. Funding for instruction beyond
the regular 180-day school year for all other K-12 students shall be provided
through the supplemental academic instruction allocation and other state,
federal, and local fund sources with ample flexibility for schools to provide
supplemental instruction to assist students in progressing from grade to
grade and graduating.
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(8) EVIDENCE-BASED READING INSTRUCTION ALLOCATION.—

(d) Funds allocated under this subsection must be used to provide a
system of comprehensive reading instruction to students enrolled in the
prekindergarten-12 programs and certain students who exhibit a substan-
tial deficiency in early literacy, which may include the following:

1. Additional time per day of evidence-based intensive reading instruc-
tion to students, which may be delivered during or outside of the regular
school day.

2. Kindergarten through grade 12 evidence-based intensive reading
interventions, which may be delivered during the school day, before school,
or after school.

3. Highly qualified reading coaches, who must be endorsed in reading, to
specifically support teachers in making instructional decisions based on
student data, and improve teacher delivery of effective reading instruction,
intervention, and reading in the content areas based on student need.

4. Professional development to help instructional personnel and certified
prekindergarten teachers funded in the Florida Education Finance Program
earn a certification, a credential, an endorsement, or an advanced degree in
scientifically researched and evidence-based reading instruction.

5. Summer reading camps, using only teachers or other district
personnel who possess a micro-credential as specified in s. 1003.485 or
are certified or endorsed in reading consistent with s. 1008.25(8)(b)3. s.
1008.25(7)(b)3., for all students in kindergarten through grade 5 who
demonstrate a reading deficiency as determined by district and state
assessments.

6. Scientifically researched and evidence-based supplemental instruc-
tional materials as identified by the Just Read, Florida! Office pursuant to s.
1001.215(8). Instructional materials for foundational reading skills shall be
based on the science of reading and include phonics instruction for decoding
and encoding as the primary instructional strategy for word reading.
Instructional materials may not employ the three-cueing system model of
reading or visual memory as a basis for teaching word reading. Instructional
materials may include visual information and strategies which improve
background and experiential knowledge, add context, and increase oral
language and vocabulary to support comprehension, but may not be used to
teach word reading.

7. Incentives for instructional personnel and certified prekindergarten
teachers funded in the Florida Education Finance Program who possess a
reading certification or endorsement or micro-credential as specified in s.
1003.485 and provide educational support to improve student literacy.

8. Tutoring in reading.
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(e)1. Annually, by a date determined by the Department of Education,
each school district shall submit a comprehensive reading plan approved by
the applicable district school board, charter school governing board, or lab
school board of trustees, for the specific use of the evidence-based reading
instruction allocation, based upon a root-cause analysis. The plan shall also
describe how the district prioritizes the assignment of highly effective
teachers, as identified in s. 1012.34(2)(e), to kindergarten through grade 2
and how reading coaches are assigned to individual schools. These two
provisions shall be approved by the Just Read, Florida Office. The State
Regional Literacy Director may assist in the development of the plan. The
department shall provide a plan format. A district school board may use the
format developed by the department or a format developed by the district
school board.

2. Intensive reading interventions must be delivered by instructional
personnel who possess the micro-credential as provided in s. 1003.485 or are
certified or endorsed in reading and must incorporate evidence-based
strategies identified by the Just Read, Florida! Office pursuant to s.
1001.215(8). Instructional personnel who possess a micro-credential as
specified in s. 1003.485 and are delivering intensive reading interventions
must be supervised by an individual certified or endorsed in reading. For the
purposes of this subsection, the term “supervision” means the ability to
communicate by way of telecommunication with or physical presence of the
certified or endorsed personnel for consultation and direction of the actions
of the personnel with the micro-credential.

3. By July 1 of each year, the department shall release to each school
district its allocation of appropriated funds. The department shall evaluate
the implementation of each district plan, including conducting site visits and
collecting specific data on expenditures and reading improvement results.
By February 1 of each year, the department shall report its findings to the
Legislature and the State Board of Education, including any recommend-
ations for improving implementation of evidence-based reading and inter-
vention strategies in classrooms.

For purposes of this subsection, the term “evidence-based” means demon-
strating a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes or
other relevant outcomes as provided in 20 U.S.C. s. 8101(21)(A)(i).

Section 18. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (8) of section 1012.56,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

(8) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATION AND EDU-
CATION COMPETENCY PROGRAM.—

(a) The Department of Education shall develop and each school district,
charter school, and charter management organization may provide a
cohesive competency-based professional development certification and
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education competency program by which instructional staff may satisfy the
mastery of professional preparation and education competence require-
ments specified in subsection (6) and rules of the State Board of Education.
Participants must hold a state-issued temporary certificate. A school
district, charter school, or charter management organization that imple-
ments the program shall provide a competency-based certification program
developed by the Department of Education or developed by the district,
charter school, or charter management organization and approved by the
Department of Education. The program shall include the following:

1. Aminimum period of initial preparation before assuming duties as the
teacher of record.

2. An option for collaboration with other supporting agencies or educa-
tional entities for implementation.

3. A teacher mentorship and induction component.

a. Each individual selected by the district as a mentor:

(I) Must hold a valid professional certificate issued pursuant to this
section;

(II) Must have earned at least 3 years of teaching experience in
prekindergarten through grade 12;

(III) Must have completed specialized training in clinical supervision
and participate in ongoing mentor training provided through the coordi-
nated system of professional development under s. 1012.98(3)(e);

(IV) Must have earned an effective or highly effective rating on the prior
year’s performance evaluation under s. 1012.34; and

(V) May be a peer evaluator under the district’s evaluation system
approved under s. 1012.34.

b. The teacher mentorship and induction component must, at a mini-
mum, provide weekly opportunities for mentoring and induction activities,
including common planning time, ongoing professional development tar-
geted to a teacher’s needs, opportunities for a teacher to observe other
teachers, co-teaching experiences, and reflection and followup discussions.
Mentorship and induction activities must be provided for an applicant’s first
year in the program and may be provided until the applicant attains his or
her professional certificate in accordance with this section. A principal who
is rated highly effective as determined by his or her performance evaluation
under s. 1012.34 must be provided flexibility in selecting professional
development activities under this paragraph; however, the activities must
be approved by the department as part of the district’s, charter school’s, or
charter management organization’s program.
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4. An assessment of teaching performance aligned to the district’s
system for personnel evaluation under s. 1012.34 which provides for:

a. An initial evaluation of each educator’s competencies to determine an
appropriate individualized professional development plan.

b. A summative evaluation to assure successful completion of the
program.

5. Professional education preparation content knowledge, which must be
included in the mentoring and induction activities under subparagraph 3.,
that includes, but is not limited to, the following:

a. The state standards provided under s. 1003.41, including scientifically
researched and evidence-based based reading instructional strategies
grounded in the science of reading instruction, content literacy, and
mathematical practices, for each subject identified on the temporary
certificate. Reading instructional strategies for foundational skills shall
include phonics instruction for decoding and encoding as the primary
instructional strategy for word reading. Instructional strategies may not
employ the three-cueing system model of reading or visual memory as a
basis for teaching word reading. Instructional strategies may include visual
information and strategies which improve background and experiential
knowledge, add context, and increase oral language and vocabulary to
support comprehension, but may not be used to teach word reading.

b. The educator-accomplished practices approved by the state board.

c. A variety of data indicators for monitoring student progress.

d. Methodologies for teaching students with disabilities.

e. Methodologies for teaching students of limited English proficiency
appropriate for each subject area identified on the temporary certificate.

f. Techniques and strategies for operationalizing the role of the teacher
in assuring a safe learning environment for students.

6. Required achievement of passing scores on the subject area and
professional education competency examination required by State Board of
Education rule. Mastery of general knowledge must be demonstrated as
described in subsection (3).

7. Beginning with candidates entering a program in the 2022-2023
school year, a candidate for certification in a coverage area identified
pursuant to s. 1012.585(3)(f) must successfully complete all competencies for
a reading endorsement, including completion of the endorsement practicum
through the candidate’s demonstration of mastery of professional prepara-
tion and education competence under paragraph (b).
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(b)1. Each school district must and a private school or state-supported
public school, including a charter school, may develop andmaintain a system
by which members of the instructional staff may demonstrate mastery of
professional preparation and education competence as required by law. Each
program must be based on classroom application of the Florida Educator
Accomplished Practices and instructional performance and, for public
schools, must be aligned with the district’s or state-supported public school’s
evaluation system established under s. 1012.34, as applicable. The program
shall include scientifically researched and evidence-based reading instruc-
tional strategies grounded in the science of reading which improve reading
performance for all students, including explicit, systematic, and sequential
approaches to teaching phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency,
text comprehension, and multisensory intervention strategies.

2. The Commissioner of Education shall determine the continued
approval of programs implemented under this paragraph, based upon the
department’s review of performance data. The department shall review the
performance data as a part of the periodic review of each school district’s
professional development system required under s. 1012.98.

Section 19. Paragraphs (a) and (f) of subsection (3) of section 1012.585,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1012.585 Process for renewal of professional certificates.—

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the following require-
ments must be met:

(a) The applicant must earn a minimum of 6 college credits or 120
inservice points or a combination thereof. For each area of specialization to
be retained on a certificate, the applicant must earn at least 3 of the required
credit hours or equivalent inservice points in the specialization area.
Education in “clinical educator” training pursuant to s. 1004.04(5)(b);
participation in mentorship and induction activities, including as a mentor,
pursuant to s. 1012.56(8)(a); and credits or points that provide training in
the area of scientifically researched, knowledge-based reading literacy
grounded in the science of reading, including explicit, systematic, and
sequential approaches to reading instruction, developing phonemic aware-
ness, and implementing multisensory intervention strategies, and computa-
tional skills acquisition, exceptional student education, normal child
development, and the disorders of development may be applied toward
any specialization area. Credits or points that provide training in the areas
of drug abuse, child abuse and neglect, strategies in teaching students
having limited proficiency in English, or dropout prevention, or training in
areas identified in the educational goals and performance standards adopted
pursuant to ss. 1000.03(5) and 1008.345 may be applied toward any
specialization area, except specialization areas identified by State Board
of Education rule that include reading instruction or intervention for any
students in kindergarten through grade 6. Credits or points earned through
approved summer institutes may be applied toward the fulfillment of these
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requirements. Inservice points may also be earned by participation in
professional growth components approved by the State Board of Education
and specified pursuant to s. 1012.98 in the district’s approved master plan
for inservice educational training; however, such points may not be used to
satisfy the specialization requirements of this paragraph.

(f) An applicant for renewal of a professional certificate in any area of
certification identified by State Board of Education rule that includes
reading instruction or intervention for any students in kindergarten through
grade 6, with a beginning validity date of July 1, 2020, or thereafter, must
earn a minimum of 2 college credits or the equivalent inservice points in
evidence-based instruction and interventions grounded in the science of
reading specifically designed for students with characteristics of dyslexia,
including the use of explicit, systematic, and sequential approaches to
reading instruction, developing phonological and phonemic awareness,
decoding, and implementing multisensory intervention strategies. Such
trainingmust be provided by teacher preparation programs under s. 1004.04
or s. 1004.85 or approved school district professional development systems
under s. 1012.98. The requirements in this paragraph may not add to the
total hours required by the department for continuing education or inservice
training.

Section 20. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) and subsection (9) of section
1012.98, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1012.98 School Community Professional Development Act.—

(4) The Department of Education, school districts, schools, Florida
College System institutions, and state universities share the responsibilities
described in this section. These responsibilities include the following:

(b) Each school district shall develop a professional development system
as specified in subsection (3). The system shall be developed in consultation
with teachers, teacher-educators of Florida College System institutions and
state universities, business and community representatives, and local
education foundations, consortia, and professional organizations. The
professional development system must:

1. Be reviewed and approved by the department for compliance with s.
1003.42(3) and this section. All substantial revisions to the system shall be
submitted to the department for review for continued approval.

2. Be based on analyses of student achievement data and instructional
strategies and methods that support rigorous, relevant, and challenging
curricula for all students. Schools and districts, in developing and refining
the professional development system, shall also review and monitor school
discipline data; school environment surveys; assessments of parental
satisfaction; performance appraisal data of teachers, managers, and
administrative personnel; and other performance indicators to identify
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school and student needs that can be met by improved professional
performance.

3. Provide inservice activities coupled with followup support appropriate
to accomplish district-level and school-level improvement goals and stan-
dards. The inservice activities for instructional personnel shall focus on
analysis of student achievement data, ongoing formal and informal assess-
ments of student achievement, identification and use of enhanced and
differentiated instructional strategies that emphasize rigor, relevance, and
reading in the content areas, enhancement of subject content expertise,
integrated use of classroom technology that enhances teaching and learning,
classroom management, parent involvement, and school safety.

4. Provide inservice activities and support targeted to the individual
needs of new teachers participating in the professional development
certification and education competency program under s. 1012.56(8)(a).

5. Include a master plan for inservice activities, pursuant to rules of the
State Board of Education, for all district employees from all fund sources.
The master plan shall be updated annually by September 1, must be based
on input from teachers and district and school instructional leaders, and
must use the latest available student achievement data and research to
enhance rigor and relevance in the classroom. Each district inservice plan
must be aligned to and support the school-based inservice plans and school
improvement plans pursuant to s. 1001.42(18). Each district inservice plan
must provide a description of the training that middle grades instructional
personnel and school administrators receive on the district’s code of student
conduct adopted pursuant to s. 1006.07; integrated digital instruction and
competency-based instruction and CAPE Digital Tool certificates and CAPE
industry certifications; classroom management; student behavior and
interaction; extended learning opportunities for students; and instructional
leadership. District plans must be approved by the district school board
annually in order to ensure compliance with subsection (1) and to allow for
dissemination of research-based best practices to other districts. District
school boards must submit verification of their approval to the Commis-
sioner of Education no later than October 1, annually. Each school principal
may establish and maintain an individual professional development plan for
each instructional employee assigned to the school as a seamless component
to the school improvement plans developed pursuant to s. 1001.42(18). An
individual professional development plan must be related to specific
performance data for the students to whom the teacher is assigned, define
the inservice objectives and specific measurable improvements expected in
student performance as a result of the inservice activity, and include an
evaluation component that determines the effectiveness of the professional
development plan.

6. Include inservice activities for school administrative personnel that
address updated skills necessary for instructional leadership and effective
school management pursuant to s. 1012.986.
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7. Provide for systematic consultation with regional and state personnel
designated to provide technical assistance and evaluation of local profes-
sional development programs.

8. Provide for delivery of professional development by distance learning
and other technology-based delivery systems to reach more educators at
lower costs.

9. Provide for the continuous evaluation of the quality and effectiveness
of professional development programs in order to eliminate ineffective
programs and strategies and to expand effective ones. Evaluations must
consider the impact of such activities on the performance of participating
educators and their students’ achievement and behavior.

10. For middle grades, emphasize:

a. Interdisciplinary planning, collaboration, and instruction.

b. Alignment of curriculum and instructional materials to the state
academic standards adopted pursuant to s. 1003.41.

c. Use of small learning communities; problem-solving, inquiry-driven
research and analytical approaches for students; strategies and tools based
on student needs; competency-based instruction; integrated digital instruc-
tion; and project-based instruction.

Each school that includes any of grades 6, 7, or 8 must include in its school
improvement plan, required under s. 1001.42(18), a description of the
specific strategies used by the school to implement each item listed in this
subparagraph.

11. Provide training to reading coaches, classroom teachers, and school
administrators in effective methods of identifying characteristics of condi-
tions such as dyslexia and other causes of diminished phonological
processing skills; incorporating instructional techniques into the general
education setting which are proven to improve reading performance for all
students; and using predictive and other data to make instructional
decisions based on individual student needs. The training must help
teachers integrate phonemic awareness; phonics, word study, and spelling;
reading fluency; vocabulary, including academic vocabulary; and text
comprehension strategies into an explicit, systematic, and sequential
approach to reading instruction, including multisensory intervention
strategies. Such training for teaching foundational skills shall be based
on the science of reading and include phonics instruction for decoding and
encoding as the primary instructional strategy for word reading. Instruc-
tional strategies included in the training may not employ the three-cueing
system model of reading or visual memory as a basis for teaching word
reading. Such instructional strategies may include visual information and
strategies which improve background and experiential knowledge, add
context, and increase oral language and vocabulary to support
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comprehension, but may not be used to teach word reading. Each district
must provide all elementary grades instructional personnel access to
training sufficient to meet the requirements of s. 1012.585(3)(f).

(9) This section does not limit or discourage a district school board from
contracting with independent entities for professional development services
and inservice education if the district school board can demonstrate to the
Commissioner of Education that, through such a contract, a better product
can be acquired or its goals for education improvement can be better met.
Contracted training for teaching foundational skills shall be based on the
science of reading and include phonics instruction for decoding and encoding
as the primary instructional strategy for word reading. Instructional
strategies included in the training may not employ the three-cueing system
model of reading or visual memory as a basis for teaching word reading.
Such instructional strategies may include visual information and strategies
which improve background and experiential knowledge, add context, and
increase oral language and vocabulary to support comprehension, but may
not be used to teach word reading.

Section 21. Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (10) of section 1002.37,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.37 The Florida Virtual School.—

(10)(a) Public school students receiving full-time instruction in kinder-
garten through grade 12 by the Florida Virtual School must take all
statewide assessments required pursuant to s. 1008.22 and participate in
the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system under s.
1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8).

(d) Unless an alternative testing site is mutually agreed to by the Florida
Virtual School and the school district or as contracted under s. 1008.24, all
industry certification examinations, national assessments, progress mon-
itoring under s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8), and statewide assessments must be
taken at the school to which the student would be assigned according to
district school board attendance areas. A school district must provide the
student with access to the school’s testing facilities and the date and time of
the administration of progress monitoring and each examination or
assessment.

Section 22. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section 1002.45, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.45 Virtual instruction programs.—

(5) STUDENT PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS.—Each student
enrolled in the school district’s virtual instruction program authorized
pursuant to paragraph (1)(c) must:

(b) Take statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 and participate in
the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system under s.
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1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8). Statewide assessments and progress monitoring
may be administered within the school district in which such student
resides, or as specified in the contract in accordance with s. 1008.24(3). If
requested by the approved virtual instruction program provider or virtual
charter school, the district of residence must provide the student with access
to the district’s testing facilities.

Section 23. Paragraph (d) of subsection (6) of section 1002.53, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.53 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program; eligibility and
enrollment.—

(6)

(d) Each parent who enrolls his or her child in the Voluntary Pre-
kindergarten Education Program must allow his or her child to participate
in the coordinated screening and progress monitoring program under s.
1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8).

Section 24. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1), paragraph (b) of
subsection (4), and paragraph (c) of subsection (6) of section 1002.68, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.68 Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program accountability.

(1)(a) Beginning with the 2022-2023 program year, each private pre-
kindergarten provider and public school participating in the Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program must participate in the coordinated
screening and progress monitoring program in accordance with s. 1008.25(9)
s. 1008.25(8). The coordinated screening and progress monitoring program
results shall be used by the department to identify student learning gains,
index development learning outcomes upon program completion relative to
the performance standards established under s. 1002.67 and representative
norms, and inform a private prekindergarten provider’s and public school’s
performance metric.

(b) At a minimum, the initial and final progress monitoring or screening
must be administered by individuals meeting requirements adopted by the
department under s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8).

(4)

(b) The methodology for calculating a provider’s performance metric may
not include students who are not administered the coordinated screening
and progress monitoring program under s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8).

(6)

(c) The department shall adopt criteria for granting good cause exemp-
tions. Such criteria must include, but are not limited to, all of the following:
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1. Child demographic data that evidences a private prekindergarten
provider or public school serves a statistically significant population of
children with special needs who have individual education plans and can
demonstrate progress toward meeting the goals outlined in the students’
individual education plans.

2. Learning gains of children served in the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program by the private prekindergarten provider or public school
on an alternative measure that has comparable validity and reliability of the
coordinated screening and progress monitoring program in accordance with
s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8).

3. Program assessment data under subsection (2) which demonstrates
effective teaching practices as recognized by the tool developer.

4. Verification that local and state health and safety requirements are
met.

Section 25. Subsection (14) of section 1003.01, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1003.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(14) “Core-curricula courses” means:

(a) Courses in language arts/reading, mathematics, social studies, and
science in prekindergarten through grade 3, excluding extracurricular
courses pursuant to subsection (15);

(b) Courses in grades 4 through 8 in subjects that are measured by state
assessment at any grade level and courses required for middle school
promotion, excluding extracurricular courses pursuant to subsection (15);

(c) Courses in grades 9 through 12 in subjects that are measured by state
assessment at any grade level and courses that are specifically identified by
name in statute as required for high school graduation and that are not
measured by state assessment, excluding extracurricular courses pursuant
to subsection (15);

(d) Exceptional student education courses; and

(e) English for Speakers of Other Languages courses.

The term is limited in meaning and used for the sole purpose of designating
classes that are subject to the maximum class size requirements established
in s. 1, Art. IX of the State Constitution. This term does not include courses
offered under ss. 1002.321(4)(e), 1002.33(7)(a)2.c., 1002.37, 1002.45, and
1003.499 ss. 1002.321(4)(e), 1002.33(7)(a)2.b., 1002.37, 1002.45, and
1003.499.
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Section 26. Subsection (1) of section 1008.2125, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.2125 The Council for Early Grade Success.—

(1) The Council for Early Grade Success, a council as defined in s.
20.03(7), is created within the Department of Education to oversee the
coordinated screening and progress monitoring program under s. 1008.25(9)
s. 1008.25(8) for students in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
Program through grade 3 and, except as otherwise provided in this section,
shall operate consistent with s. 20.052.

(a) The council shall be responsible for reviewing the implementation of,
training for, and outcomes from the coordinated screening and progress
monitoring program to provide recommendations to the department that
support grade 3 students reading at or above grade level. The council, at a
minimum, shall:

1. Provide recommendations on the implementation of the coordinated
screening and progress monitoring program, including reviewing any
procurement solicitation documents and criteria before being published.

2. Develop training plans and timelines for such training.

3. Identify appropriate personnel, processes, and procedures required for
the administration of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring
program.

4. Provide input on the methodology for calculating a provider’s or
school’s performance metric and designations under s. 1002.68(4).

5. Work with the department to review the methodology for determining
a child’s kindergarten readiness.

6. Review data on age-appropriate learning gains by grade level that a
student would need to attain in order to demonstrate proficiency in reading
by grade 3.

7. Continually review anonymized data from the results of the coordi-
nated screening and progress monitoring program for students in the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program through grade 3 to help
inform recommendations to the department that support practices that will
enable grade 3 students to read at or above grade level.

(b) The council shall be composed of 17 members who are residents of
this state and appointed as follows:

1. Three members appointed by the Governor, as follows:

a. One representative from the Department of Education.

b. One parent of a child who is 4 to 9 years of age.
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c. One representative that is an elementary school administrator.

2. Seven members appointed by the President of the Senate, as follows:

a. One senator who serves at the pleasure of the President of the Senate.

b. One representative of an urban school district.

c. One representative of a rural early learning coalition.

d. One representative of a faith-based early learning provider who offers
the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program.

e. One representative who is a second grade teacher who has at least 5
years of teaching experience.

f. Two representatives with subject matter expertise in early learning,
early grade success, or child assessments.

3. Seven members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives, as follows:

a. One member of the House of Representatives who serves at the
pleasure of the Speaker of the House.

b. One representative of a rural school district.

c. One representative of an urban early learning coalition.

d. One representative of an early learning provider who offers the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program.

e. One member who is a kindergarten teacher who has at least 5 years of
teaching experience.

f. Two representatives with subject matter expertise in early learning,
early grade success, or child assessment.

4. The four representatives with subject matter expertise in sub-
subparagraphs 2.f. and 3.f. may not be direct stakeholders within the
early learning or public school systems.

Section 27. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3), subsection (6), paragraphs
(b), (e), and (h) of subsection (7), and subsection (13) of section 1008.22,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—

(3) STATEWIDE, STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.—The
Commissioner of Education shall design and implement a statewide,
standardized assessment program aligned to the core curricular content
established in the state academic standards. The commissioner also must
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develop or select and implement a common battery of assessment tools that
will be used in all juvenile justice education programs in the state. These
tools must accurately measure the core curricular content established in the
state academic standards. Participation in the assessment program is
mandatory for all school districts and all students attending public schools,
including adult students seeking a standard high school diploma under s.
1003.4282 and students in Department of Juvenile Justice education
programs, except as otherwise provided by law. If a student does not
participate in the assessment program, the school district must notify the
student’s parent and provide the parent with information regarding the
implications of such nonparticipation. The statewide, standardized assess-
ment program shall be designed and implemented as follows:

(a) Statewide, standardized comprehensive assessments.—

1. The statewide, standardized English Language Arts (ELA) assess-
ments shall be administered to students in grades 3 through 10. Retake
opportunities for the grade 10 ELA assessment must be provided. Reading
passages and writing prompts for ELA assessments shall incorporate grade-
level core curricula content from social studies. The statewide, standardized
Mathematics assessments shall be administered annually in grades 3
through 8. The statewide, standardized Science assessment shall be
administered annually at least once at the elementary and middle grades
levels. In order to earn a standard high school diploma, a student who has
not earned a passing score on the grade 10 ELA assessment must earn a
passing score on the assessment retake or earn a concordant score as
authorized under subsection (9).

2. Beginning with the 2022-2023 school year, the end-of-year compre-
hensive progress monitoring assessment administered pursuant to s.
1008.25(9)(b)2. s. 1008.25(8)(b)2. is the statewide, standardized ELA
assessment for students in grades 3 through 10 and the statewide,
standardized Mathematics assessment for students in grades 3 through 8.

(6) LOCAL ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE ON
STATE STANDARDS.—Measurement of student performance is the re-
sponsibility of school districts except in those subjects and grade levels
measured under the statewide, standardized assessment program described
in this section and the coordinated screening and progress monitoring
system under s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8). When available, instructional
personnel must be provided with information on student achievement of
standards and benchmarks in order to improve instruction.

(7) ASSESSMENT SCHEDULES AND REPORTING OF RESULTS.—

(b) By January of each year, the commissioner shall publish on the
department’s website a uniform calendar that includes the assessment and
reporting schedules for, at a minimum, the next 2 school years. The uniform
calendar must be provided to school districts in an electronic format that
allows each school district and public school to populate the calendar with, at
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minimum, the following information for reporting the district assessment
schedules under paragraph (d):

1. Whether the assessment is a district-required assessment or a state-
required assessment.

2. The specific date or dates that each assessment will be administered,
including administrations of the coordinated screening and progress
monitoring system under s. 1008.25(9)(b) s. 1008.25(8)(b).

3. The time allotted to administer each assessment.

4. Whether the assessment is a computer-based assessment or a paper-
based assessment.

5. The grade level or subject area associated with the assessment.

6. The date that the assessment results are expected to be available to
teachers and parents.

7. The type of assessment, the purpose of the assessment, and the use of
the assessment results.

8. A glossary of assessment terminology.

9. Estimates of average time for administering state-required and
district-required assessments, by grade level.

(e) A school district may not schedule more than 5 percent of a student’s
total school hours in a school year to administer statewide, standardized
assessments; the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system
under s. 1008.25(9)(b)2. s. 1008.25(8)(b)2.; and district-required local
assessments. The district must secure written consent from a student’s
parent before administering district-required local assessments that, after
applicable statewide, standardized assessments and coordinated screening
and progress monitoring are scheduled, exceed the 5 percent test admin-
istration limit for that student under this paragraph. The 5 percent test
administration limit for a student under this paragraph may be exceeded as
needed to provide test accommodations that are required by an IEP or are
appropriate for an English language learner who is currently receiving
services in a program operated in accordance with an approved English
language learner district plan pursuant to s. 1003.56. Notwithstanding this
paragraph, a student may choose within a school year to take an
examination or assessment adopted by State Board of Education rule
pursuant to this section and ss. 1007.27, 1008.30, and 1008.44.

(h) The results of statewide, standardized assessment in ELA and
mathematics, science, and social studies, including assessment retakes,
shall be reported in an easy-to-read and understandable format and
delivered in time to provide useful, actionable information to students,
parents, and each student’s current teacher of record and teacher of record
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for the subsequent school year; however, in any case, the district shall
provide the results pursuant to this paragraph within 1 week after receiving
the results from the department. A report of student assessment results
must, at a minimum, contain:

1. A clear explanation of the student’s performance on the applicable
statewide, standardized assessments.

2. Information identifying the student’s areas of strength and areas in
need of improvement.

3. Specific actions that may be taken, and the available resources that
may be used, by the student’s parent to assist his or her child based on the
student’s areas of strength and areas in need of improvement.

4. Longitudinal information, if available, on the student’s progress in
each subject area based on previous statewide, standardized assessment
data.

5. Comparative information showing the student’s score compared to
other students in the school district, in the state, or, if available, in other
states.

6. Predictive information, if available, showing the linkage between the
scores attained by the student on the statewide, standardized assessments
and the scores he or she may potentially attain on nationally recognized
college entrance examinations.

The information included under this paragraph relating to results from the
statewide, standardized ELA assessments for grades 3 through 10 and
Mathematics assessments for grades 3 through 8 must be included in
individual student reports under s. 1008.25(9)(c) s. 1008.25(8)(c).

(13) INDEPENDENT REVIEW.—By January 31, 2025, the Commis-
sioner of Education shall provide recommendations to the Governor, the
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
based on an independent review of the coordinated screening and progress
monitoring system under s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8). At a minimum, the
review and recommendations must address:

(a) The feasibility and validity of using results from either the first or
second administration of progress monitoring, or both, in lieu of using the
comprehensive, end-of-year progress monitoring assessment for purposes of
demonstrating a passing score, promotion to grade 4, meeting graduation
requirements, and calculating school grades in accordance with s. 1008.34.

(b) Options for further reducing the statewide, standardized assessment
footprint while maintaining valid and reliable data for purposes of school
accountability and providing school and student supports, including the use
of computer-adaptive assessments, consistent with the requirements of the
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federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 20 U.S.C. ss. 6301 et seq.
and its implementing regulations.

(c) The feasibility and validity of remotely administering statewide,
standardized assessments and the coordinated screening and progress
monitoring system.

(d) Accelerating student progression based on results from the coordi-
nated screening and progress monitoring system, as academically and
developmentally appropriate.

(e) The incorporation of content from ELA instructional materials
adopted by the Commissioner of Education pursuant to s. 1006.34 in test
items within the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system
under s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8).

(f) The impact of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring
system on student learning growth data as measured by the formula
approved under s. 1012.34(7).

This subsection is repealed July 1, 2025.

Section 28. Subsection (7) of section 1008.34, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

1008.34 School grading system; school report cards; district grade.—

(7) TRANSITION.—To assist in the transition to 2022-2023 school
grades and district grades calculated based on the comprehensive, end-of-
year progress monitoring assessment under s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8), the
2022-2023 school grades and district grades shall serve as an informational
baseline for schools and districts to work toward improved performance in
future years. Accordingly, notwithstanding any other provision of law:

(a) Due to the absence of learning gains data in the 2022-2023 school
year, the initial school grading scale for the 2022-2023 informational
baseline grades shall be set so that the percentage of schools that earn an
“A,” “B,” “C,” “D,” and “F” is statistically equivalent to the 2021-2022 school
grades results. When learning gains data becomes available in the 2023-
2024 school year, the State Board of Education shall review the school
grading scale and determine if the scale should be adjusted.

(b) A school may not be required to select and implement a turnaround
option pursuant to s. 1008.33 in the 2023-2024 school year based on the
school’s 2022-2023 grade. The benefits of s. 1008.33(4)(c), relating to a school
being released from implementation of the turnaround option, and s.
1008.33(4)(d), relating to a school implementing strategies identified in its
school improvement plan, apply to a school using turnaround options
pursuant to s. 1008.33 which improves to a grade of “C” or higher during
the 2022-2023 school year.
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(c) A school or approved provider under s. 1002.45 which receives the
same or lower school grade for the 2022-2023 school year compared to the
2021-2022 school year is not subject to sanctions or penalties that would
otherwise occur as a result of the 2022-2023 school grade or rating. A charter
school system or school district designated as high performing may not lose
the designation based on the 2022-2023 school grades of any of the schools
within the charter school system or school district or based on the 2022-2023
district grade, as applicable.

(d) For purposes of determining grade 3 retention pursuant to s.
1008.25(5) and high school graduation pursuant to s. 1003.4282, student
performance on the 2022-2023 comprehensive, end-of-year progress mon-
itoring assessment under s. 1008.25(9) s. 1008.25(8) shall be linked to 2021-
2022 student performance expectations. In addition to the good cause
exemptions under s. 1008.25(7) s. 1008.25(6), a student may be promoted to
grade 4 for the 2023-2024 school year if the student demonstrates an
acceptable level of performance through means reasonably calculated by the
school district to provide reliable evidence of the student’s performance.

This subsection is repealed July 1, 2025.

Section 29. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section 1008.345, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1008.345 Implementation of state system of school improvement and
education accountability.—

(5) The commissioner shall annually report to the State Board of
Education and the Legislature and recommend changes in state policy
necessary to foster school improvement and education accountability. The
report shall include:

(a) For each school district:

1. The percentage of students, by school and grade level, demonstrating
learning growth in English Language Arts and mathematics.

2. The percentage of students, by school and grade level, in both the
highest and lowest quartiles demonstrating learning growth in English
Language Arts and mathematics.

3. The information contained in the school district’s annual report
required pursuant to s. 1008.25(10) s. 1008.25(9).

School reports shall be distributed pursuant to this subsection and s.
1001.42(18)(c) and according to rules adopted by the State Board of
Education.

Section 30. For the 2023-2024 fiscal year, the sum of $150 million in
nonrecurring funds is appropriated from the General Revenue Fund to the
Department of Education to assist school districts in implementing this act.
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The funds shall be placed in reserve. The Department of Education shall
complete a needs assessment that identifies the required changes that must
be made by each school district to convert from a three-cueing model to a
model grounded in the science of reading. The Department of Education is
authorized to submit a budget amendment requesting release of the funds
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 216, Florida Statutes. Release of the
funds shall be contingent upon submission of a detailed spend plan that is
aligned with the results of the needs assessment and describes how the
funds requested for release will be expended.

Section 31. For the 2023-2024 fiscal year, the sum of $8 million in
nonrecurring funds is appropriated from the General Revenue Fund to the
Department of Education to implement this act. The funds shall be placed in
reserve. The Department of Education is authorized to submit a budget
amendment requesting release of the funds pursuant to the provisions of
chapter 216, Florida Statutes. Release of the funds shall be contingent upon
submission of a detailed spend plan that describes how the funds requested
for release will be expended.

Section 32. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.

Approved by the Governor May 17, 2023.

Filed in Office Secretary of State May 17, 2023.
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