CHAPTER 2026-31

Committee Substitute for
Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 679

An act relating to registration of trademarks; amending s. 495.111, F.S,;
removing provisions relating to the classification of goods and services for
trademark purposes; requiring the Department of State to use the
international schedule of classes of goods and services; creating s.
495.0315, F.S.; requiring the department to establish and maintain a
secure Internet website that allows submission of an online trademark
registration application and renewal application; providing website
requirements; requiring the department to make the online application
system available by a specified date; amending s. 495.031, F.S.; providing
online application requirements; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 495.111, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

495.111 Classification.—

(1) The department shall use the international schedule of classes of
goods and services as set forth in 37 C.F.R. s. 6.1, as amended, as the state
classification system for trademarks. The-following general-elasses-of goods
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Section 2. Section 495.0315, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

495.0315 Online application for registration.—

(1) The department shall establish and maintain a secure Internet
website that allows an applicant to submit an online trademark registration
application in accordance with ss. 495.031 and 495.035 and a renewal
application in accordance with s. 495.071. The website must safeguard the
applicant’s information to ensure data integrity and allow the applicant to:

(a) Provide an electronic version of a required specimen of use.

(b) Provide an electronic version of a drawing of the mark.

(c) Pay the fee required by s. 495.191.

(d) Complete the verification required by s. 495.031(5).

2) The department shall make the online application system required
by this section available no later than December 31, 2027.

Section 3. Subsections (5) and (6) of section 495.031, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

495.031 Application for registration.—

(5) Every application under this section shall be signed and verified by
the applicant or by a member of the firm or an officer or other authorized
representative of the business entity applying. Verification must be made in
accordance with s. 92.525 and may be accomplished electronically in
compliance with ss. 668.001-668.006.
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(6) Every paper application under this section shall be accompanied by
three specimens or facsimiles showing the mark as actually used. Every
online application under this section must be accompanied by an electronic
copy of a specimen, complying with the requirements of the department,
showing the mark as actually used.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2026.
Approved by the Governor April 14, 2026.
Filed in Office Secretary of State April 14, 2026.
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